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Professor Colbourne, dept. of Commun-

z
il

ity Medicine, Dean of the Medical
Faculty:

e Comment on the political situation in Cambodia:

I have been to Cambodia working on a Malaria
control project there in the early 60’s. At that
time, Cambodia was ruled by the Kingdom of
Cambodia. The country was relatively stable. The
government managed to keep Cambodia out of the
conflict between America and Russia. And the
Communists were not a powerful group.

I think, the trouble started when Cambodia
was involved in the Vietnamese war; and there
has been economic and cultural conficts between
Vietnamese and Cambodians for a long time.

Russia is suspected to be involved but I am
not quite sure. In the 60’s when I was there,
both Rrssia and the States gave aid to Cambodia.

e What is your view on the ‘Help the Cambodian
Project™?

Two views: Firstly, students in Hongkong
have a good outlook. They are interested in
what’s going on in other parts of the world.

Secondly, I hope we could send the money
to those people who are in need . Are we sure?

Professor*Hsieh
Dept. of Physiology:

® What is your comment on the present situation
in Cambodia?

Well, the number of refugees is great. People
should try to help them. But to me, the main
problem is not just feeding them. If the problem
is to be solved, it is politics which determines.

® Some people say that what we are doing now
does not constitute any significant improvement
and why we should do that. What do you think
about this?

“Can’t do anything” does not mean “let it
go.” If we consider the effects, we have to con-
sider the total effort. Individual effort is small,
but the Combined effect should be significant.
Furthermore, thsough humanitarian concern,
we may influence politics of the matter.
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THE TALKING MUTANT

Dr. Alexander Wilson was driving his way home
after hunting with his greyhound when he found
a bee-like insect buzzing and bumping against the
windshield of his car. The annoyed doctor tried to
drive it out with a roll of newspaper, and seeing
that the panicking creature failed to evade the glassy
wall in front, he started battering it with his paper
weapon.

‘Stop it! You’ll kill me!" a voice startled him so
much that he swerved his car up onto the pavement.

‘Who's speaking?’ queried Wilson instinctively
and then muttered to himself, ‘Or am I dreaming?

‘Youre not daydreaming nor hallucinating,
the monotonous voice replied, ‘Believe it or not:
Pm the bee or insect or whatever name you man-
things like in front of you .’

An ordinary person would have fainted or fled
but Wilson, being a famous nuclear physicist who
had come across many an awe-inspiring scéne, was
merely dumbfounded.

‘This is incredible!” he exclaimed, ‘A bee that
can talk?’

‘I'm not an ordinary bee; ’'m a mutant — a super-
bee,’ replied the creatuse, ‘I can talk and perceive
or listen with my antennae.’

‘But how come? Don’t tell me you’ve got a sound-
box like mine!’

‘I don’t have,’ the bee said, ‘but I don’t need
one, you know. It’s just that 'm capable of convert-
ing solar energy into sound energy by virtue of
special organs I possess, and my antennae are
specialized for sound perception. That’s why my
voice seems so stereotyped.’

‘This is the first time I have ever heard of such
absurdity!”

‘You human beings know too little about we
insects and yet you think you’re the only species
that can speak. In fact, we insects existed millions
of years before you mammals. We watched the
dinosaurs come in and die out. Greenhorns you
man-things actually are.

Science Fiction

Intro

The earliest pseudoscientific adventures coincided
with the rise of interest in exploration in the 17th
and 18th centuries. However, the true scientific
romance came into its own in the latter half of the
19th century and brought with it a new aura of
fiction literature.

Looking for Perspectives: ‘‘What man can
imagine, man can do.”

Many science-fictional inventions have actually
come to existence. For this, the avant-garde SF
writer Jules Verne was also nomme the great visua-
lizer of the age to come. Guided by the belief ‘What
one man can imagine, another can do.’, Verne had
in the Victorian era vivid, indisputable descriptions
of the helicopter, skyscraper, submarine, spacecraft,
air conditioning, guilded missile and tank in his
many works (‘Around the World in 80 Days’,
‘20,000 Leagues Under the Sea’, ‘Joumey to the
Centre of the Earth’.).

Utopianism: Socialistic Idealism

After Herbert George Wells released ‘The Time
Machine’, Utopian fiction followed. Through ‘A
Modern Utopia’ and ‘New Worlds for Old’ charac-
terised by sharp social critism, H.G. Welis called
for advocates in idealism of society for the achieve-
ment of peace and happiness, in which a sense of
human unity flourishes expressedly (as in ‘War of
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‘You know how many species of insects there
are in this world?’ the bee continued arrogantly,
‘Almost 1 million, I assure you, which exceeds the
total number of existing animal species.’

‘So what?” Wilson protested, as he noticed a
curious passer-by slowing her pace and casting a
prying glance towards him, probably wondering
why he was muttering to himself like an idiot, ‘Just
now I could have crushed you to death easily had
you not pleaded for life.

‘Sure, but I can summon help or at last take
revenge on you.'

‘How could you?’ Wilspn argued with a sneer.

‘So you think I'm kidding, eh? Said the bee,
‘T'll show you all right. Just wait a minute.’

A few moments lapsed. Then there was a faint
beeping sound which faded out. And silence.
Abruptly he heard his greyhound barking fiercely:
a swarm of wasps materialized from nowhere and
started to attack the dog ferociously. Wilson was
terrified and awe-struck; when he finally scrambled
one of the backdoors open to liberate his greyhound,
the dog had already fallen unconscious on the rear
seat.

‘See!” rejoiced the triumphant bee, ‘I could have
done the same to you just now when you were
trying to crush me to mess; we insects could also
have fouled your food and water, our ant armies
destroying all your property and even your petroleum
will be spoiled by Ephydrid larvae (which I.bet you
haven’t heard of, thought the bee). But we left you
alone only because we inhabit places in which you
man-things can’t possibly live.

‘Wait! Here’s a message,’ the insect whispered
and paused for a moment flapping its wings so as
to float in the air, *. . . I must leave now before
it’s too late.”

‘What do you mean?’ Wilson asked.

Tve just heard that the Soviets are ready tc
launch their transcontinental missiles towards your
country. Anyway, it’s too late now; your country

—a social reform

the Worlds’). He was soon joined by large number
of SF writers, best renowned among whom were
Jack London (‘The Iron Heel’) and William Morries
(‘News from Nowhere.).

Anti-Utopianism: Warning of Totalitarian

Anti-Utopian stories debuted with the appearance
of ‘Brave New World’ (1932), in which Aldous
Huxley embodied his vision of a future despirited
by science, and argued that ‘Nature is not powerless
to put asunder what man has joined.’ Together
with George Orwell’s ‘1984’ which described
monstrous, overorganized superstates of the imagi-
nary future, he suggested the eventual catastrophic
downfall of any totalitarian in society. Thus, the
Utopian society can never come to reality, at least
not for long.

Iconoclasm: Breaking Images ,

Almost all . science fiction are written with an
iconoclastic “ideal. Nevertheless, strictly speaking,
iconoclastic fantasies refer to those which extend
the satire to cover the worldly as well as the eccles-
tiastical conventions. The main value of such writings
has been to stimulate thinking of social regulations
and restrictions back to the roots, to recapitulate
the meaning of their original sets-up.

Perhaps the most outstanding of such fiction
books is Samuel Butler’s ‘Erewhon’. Erewhon (almost
‘nowhere’ spelled backwards) is the name of an
imaginary country where institutions are opposite,

By Peter Cheng Ming Chuen 83

will be in ruins within 15 minutes.’

‘This is ridiculous! The Soviets know well that
we will fire ours as soon as our radars detect their
missiles.’

‘Don’t you know,’ the bee asked, ‘that the Soviets
have invented missiles equipped with radar-jamming
system? I'm afraid we insects will take over your
country in no time. Hurray to hexapeds! Good-bye,
biped man-thing!’

Wilson knew this creature may be lying but if
it isn’t then the lives of all his fellow countrymen
will be in jeopardy. He reached for the phone of
his car but the bee stopped him, ‘Hey! Keep your
hands off the phone. My compatriots will keep an
eye on you as I go now.’

An idea struck Wilson.

‘Wait!” he shouted, ‘Listen to me: Earth has a
fusing iron core; nuclear explosion will create an
immensely high temperature which will in tumn
evoke an annihilating explosion blasting the whole
planet into pieces.’

“You’re bluffing,” interrupted the insect.

‘No! Experiments I performed revealed that
nuclear tests had prepared Earth for a devastating
internal explosion. A Third World War will trigger
it certainly. There will be nothing left — the world
will turn into a fireball. You'd better let me do
something before it’s too late.’

Seeing the bee in hesitation, Wilson picked up
the phone. ‘General Palmer? This is Dr. Alexander
Wilson, Nuclear Research and Testing Department.
Please, no questions. Make a distant call to the
Soviets at once. . . . Yes, this is urgent. . . . tell them
to cancel their plot and that the missiles in our
underground bases are also ready. They will not
have any advantage of firing theirs first. Call before
it’s too late.’

He gave a sign of relief. Noticing the bee off-
guard resting on its feet, he made a sudden, heavy
stroke crushing the creature to death with the phone
before it was able to summon help.

A. Sun

to those of the modern society. For instance, disease
is considered a crime and crime a disease. Other
renowned satirical fictious include “Erewhon
Revisited” (also by Butler) and Ambrose Bierce’s”
Can such things be?”

Preunoition: Mature limits, sardouism and
Computer Drag

“And what can we do to prevent all this now?
Now? In 19777 Almost nothing. If we had started
20 years ago, that might have been another matter.
If we had started 50 years ago, it would have been
easy.”: Issac Asimov’s “Into the Future” warned of
a world without fuel and predisposed mankind’s
inability to self discipline.

But, in the minds of the SF writers, mankind is
even more prove to lose coitrol over the technology
that be himself creates. Innumerable science fiction
writings about robots and computers, notably Arthur
C. Clarke’s “2001: a Space Odyssey” and Asimov’s
“I, Robot”, have planted deep the awe of too-
advanced human technical ecstasies.

Epilogue

Besides forming a bond between science and the
public, science fiction is gradually becoming accepted
as an instrument of social criticism as well as a
medium of entertainment. In an increasingly techno-
logical and bureaucratic age it can serve effectively
as a vehicle for satirizing the main fold stupidities
and cruelties of modern society.
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