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| BASIC LAW (2)
A HIGH DEGREE OF AUTONOMY

Murry MacLehose, just before retiring from his govern-
ship, told the world, ““For the future of Hong Kong, look
to China”’.

It is unthinkable that Hong Kong can have prosperity
and stability if China’s future does not hold similar

| promise, no matter how elaborate the Basic Law

before us.

Those who have no confidence in China will inevitably
leave, if they have not done so already, but they would
seem to be the minority. Those of us who have at least
some confidence in China’s future will prefer to stay, or
to wait and see. Many who have obtained foreign
passports fall into this category.

The Sino-British Joint Declaration promised an elected
Legislature. Article 67 of the Basic Law states that the
Legislative Council shall be constituted by a combination
of direct and indirect elections. Four alternatives are
given, each with different percentages of direct and
indirect electorates, none of which need be the final
outcome.

Recent developments indicate that Beijing is willing to
bend over backward to accommodate the wishes of
Hong Kong people. The question is: What are our
wishes? Bitterly opposing views have been put forward
regarding the readiness of Hong Kong people for
democratic government. Even so, few have quarrelled
with the basic principle that every citizen should have an
equal right to vote. If we can now agree on some schedule
whereby this principle can eventually be realized then we
would have taken a gigantic step forwards.

The present Chief Executive, i.e. the Governor, is the
Queen’s appointee and representative, having supreme
power over the Executive and the Legislature. After 1997
the Chief Executive will be a representative of the Hong
Kong people, elected locally by five suggested alter-
natives. Alternative 1 suggests an electoral college of 660
representatives from various walks of life but fails to
mention how these representatives will be selected. This
alternative is frightening to all who believe in social
equality and a high degree of autonomy. Alternative 2
puts the nominating authority in the hands of the
Legislature and the right to vote for a nominee in the
people at large. This alternative alone will concur with
the eventual development of democratic government.
The other alternatives will all maintain an unfair advant-
age of certain classes of people over others, either in the
nominating or in the voting process, a situation gua-
ranteed to give rise to dissatisfaction in the long run.

If we find any part of the Basic Law unacceptable we can
still say no and trust that China will try to find other
alternatives. But if we remain apathetic we can blame
only ourselves for wasting a rare opportunity to make
Hong Kong a better place to live in.

Medical Practice

Article 145 states:

““The government of the Hong Kong Special Administr-
ative Region shall promote the developmeni of medical
and health services and the development of Western and
Chinese traditional medicine, and encourage community
organizations and individuals to provide medical and
health services of various kinds.”’

This is the only article specifically mentioning medical
and health services and it pays to look-at it closely.
Development of Western and Chinese traditional
medicine may be hard to swallow for many of us but
we canrot deny that the local Chinese community is
historically and culturally strongly tied to Traditional
Chinese Medicine (TCM), or that the current laissez-faire
attitude of having no standards of all in TCM exposes
the public to serious health hazards.

A proposed amendment is to delete the words ‘“Western
and Chinese traditional’’ from the clause. If this is not
acceptable to China, then the public must be protected by
inserting the words ‘‘in accordance with the law”’ at the
end of the article. This implies control of traditional
Chinese medicine which today remains a highly con-
troversial subject. On the other hand if TCM was
otherwise officially encouraged without adequate
control the consequences could be very serious indeed.

Article 159 staies:

““The Hong Kong Special Administrative Region may,
on its own, using the name ‘‘Hong Kong, Chira”,
maintain and develop relations and conclude ana
implement agreements with states, regions and relevant
international organizations in the appropriate fields,
including the economic, trade, financial and monetary,
shipping , communications, tourism, cultural and sports
fields. E

Professional, scientific, and educational interests have
been omitted in this article. To allow autonomy of
international representation, we suggest an amendment
by adding the words ‘‘professional, scientific,
academic” after “monetary”’.

Extracted from Newsletter, The Hong Kong Medical Association
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YWYhen one of the editers approached me and
asked me to write something about the life as a pnot-
graduate student, I thought it would not be a difficult
task and accepted it immediately without giving it much
thought. Then I ended up writing about riy ewn experience
as a student in Canada. The &rticle appeared under = the
heading ' ...... the forgetten ones '

I think not only the postgraduate students
but people who are doing scientifi¢'research are being
together. Not many people in Jlong Kong would care what
these people are doing and what kind of contribution
they have made to the society, Only when their lives are
Jeopardised by the spread of AIDS.would they start wish-
ing the scientists can find & way of wiping out the vir-
uses, What about those scientigts who are carrying out
basic research vhich seems trivial to most people ?

I came back to H,K, after L.got a B, Sc..
degree in Biochemistry three years ago. Vithout a part-
icular career plan in mind, I only wished to find a job
and to earn some money, and might be going to graduate
school in U.S, in two years, Winnipeg was a good place
but it was only a home away from home,

Then I ending up working as a research ass-
istant and then became a postgraduate student. This is
how I got a chance in experiencing research life: work-
ing till evening occasionally and spending most of the
weekends in the laboratory.

I found it being tough to keep up my enthu-
giasm in doing rescerch here, Is it because I am not
persistent enough or because the working environment
here is actually too demoralising ?

In doing research, you need the power to
concentrate and the perseverence to endure frustration.
The moment of satisfaction are rare hut they are rewar-
ding. Yon can get excited for a whole day if you have
solved some problems and see that the experiment finally
works, But one facter certainly cannot be missed out .
This factor is ' luck ' . It may comtribute in large
portion towards the success of your experiment when it
comes to some random evente, like the cloning of a gene,

Life as a posrgraduate student is not much
different from an undergraduate student except he is now
concentration on one single fieéld of study, Time is dive

ided hetween reading research papers and deiny benchwork.

Besides learning techniques im researgh, you can also
learn how to organise things and get things.dome,

I can only say that my contribution to the
progress of research in Molseular Biology is only very

little. On the other hand, I have gained quite a lot in..

learning to do research,

(T

P. A.

‘My researca project towards the
degrec of the Master of ’hilosophy is in
the ‘wery last stuge. I am hoping to finish
it'very soon amnd move on to another stage
of: life, 1 am mot asking for too micli but
a more decent working environment,

At

1 have met with the groups of
first year medical students that T am re-
sponsible as their tntor this yvear, The
university life is so new and fascinating
to them you can notice that 'from  their
faces, 5

A new term means more work for
me and also more occasions to contact with
people other than those who working in the
lab. I think what a postgraduate studlent
lacks in the university life is the active
participation in the student organisation,
fle is too involved in his own work. Maybe
this is the gacrifice he has to make in
order to enter the realm of scientific re-
seareh |,

Although I may not continue to
work in the field of scientific research,
1 still believe that science is a way of
seeking the truth in knowledge which can
help ug to build a better world.

It is a good sign to see that a
third university is on its way of establ-
ishment, 1 hope it can provide not only a
specialist training program in science
and ‘tcchnology but a more overall educat-
ion for the younger generation. It need
more than a knowledge of science to be a
man of responsibility.

I would like to take this oppo-
rtunity to thank those people who take
time to read my writing, It takes a
little bit of lone to make this a better
world to live !’
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