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All overtheworld,student-
movementis in its greatest
swing.Studentsaregoingout
oftheimmaterialworld,voicing
vhattheythinkis right,condeinning
condeinningwhattheythinkisunjust.
unjust.exertinggreatinfluenceover
authorities.HongKongstudents,
thoughwell-knownfor their
apatheticattitudesinthepast,are
notunawareofthefactthatthe
worldischanging.Theyarebecoming
becomingnolongerindifferenttowards
towardswhatisgoingoninthe
societyofHongKongandinthe
world.Thefirstoutcrymust
comeandit didcomeonthe
30thJanuary1969.

Theinformalgatheringthat
nightis a milestonein the
historyof theUniversityof
HongKong.At leastmost
studentswereawareof the
criticismofthis‘holy’‘unreachable’
‘unreachable’centreofcultureandof
thefactthatthereweresome
traditionsandregulationswhich
shouldnotexistin a modern
democraticuniversity.Weall
weregladthatsuchpetitions
weregoingtobeconsideredby
theUniversityauthority.Consequentl
Consequentlacommissionconsisting
of60membersfromall faculties
facultieswasformedtoinvestigatein.
tothismatter.

ThedelegationtothisCommission
Commissionfromthe Medical
Facultywascomprisedof 10
members,onefromfinalyear,
6 fromfourthyear,onefrom
thirdyearandtwofromthe
first.It isbecauseof the1st
M.B..whichwouldbeheldon
the24thofFeb..thatthe2nd
yearwasnotrepresented.The
electionE.G.M.washeldonthe
12thof Feb.Onewouldthink
thatit wasanapatheticsight
toseeonlyabout40students
outof500oddundergradspresent

presentin themeeting.mainly
fromthirdandfourthyear.

Thefirstmeetingof thedelegation,
delegation,heldonthefollowing
day,decidedto dividesubjects
subjectstobeinvestigatedintotwo
maincategoriesintra-faculty
andextra-faculty,usingthe39
points*asourguide-linesand
devisedmethodsforcollecting
ideasfromclassmates.Classvisits
wereheldwhereapplicable,efforts
effortsweremadetogathersuggestions
suggestionsby personalcontacts.
Questionnaireseremade,issued
andcollectedforanalysis.Itwas
unfortunatetohaveonlyabout
30 papersreturnedfromthe
2ndandfinalyearsrespectively,
mainlyfromtheresidentmembers,
members,sinceexams.wereathand.

Inthefirstcommissionmeeting.
meeting.whichwasheldon 14th
Feb.,itwasagreedthatwedealt
withintra-facultvmattermainly,
mainly,hile 2membersfromeach
facultydelegationwereselected
toformaCentralBody,totally
responsibleformattersandreforms
reformsconcerningtheUniversity
asa shole.

I. Fxaminations:
1. Morethanhalffavourthe

intervalofatleast2days
betweenexams.

2. No definiteconclusions
canbereachedforquestion
question2 asoverallopinion
isroughlydivided.
—4th&5thyearopinion

isforcontinuation.
—3rdyearopinionisfor

division.
2. Teaching:

1.Thefollowingarethedefinite
definitemajorityresultsof
question3:
a.verysatisfactory:Medicine,

Medicine,Pathology,Paediatrics,
Paediatrics,

h.notsatisfactory:Biochemistry.
Biochemistry.Pharmaco2.

Pharmaco2.Slightlyabovehalffavour
favourthegradingofteachers
teachersandagreestotheuse
ofthegradingsystemfor
thispurpose.Somedo
notgivecomments.

3. Attendance:
1.Theattendancein lectures

lecturesshouldnotbecornpulsory.
cornpulsory.

4. Tutorialsystem:
1.Tutorialsystemis welcomed

welcomedbya greatmajority.
majority.2. Tutorialsandstudent-tutors
student-tutorsareadvocated.

3..Student-tutorsrequiresalary.
salary.

5. Dea4JndcrgrdCommittce
L Thestudretsknowthe

by May-flower

Whensuggestionswerecollected
collectedascompletelyaspossible
andtheresultof questionnaire
analysed.theDeanwasconsulted.
consulted.Duringthetwomeetings
meetingswiththeDean,ourproblems
problemsandrequestswereheard
sitha mostopenmind,and
solvedbytheDeanasfaras
possible.It isourgreatfortune
tohavea Deanwhoisalways
endeavouringtomakeeverystudent
studentgetasmuchaspossible
outofhisUniversityeducation,
andhetrainedtobeagooddocto
doctor.

Thelastcommissionmeeting
washeldonthe22ndofFeb.,
Everydelegationfromeach
faultysastopresentitsreport,
atfacultylevel,toheadoptedby
thecommission,whilethecentral
centralbodywastopresentreports
concerningmattersin general.
[hemeetingwentonfrom3:30
p.m.onthe22ndto7:00am.
onthenextday,withonlyone
hour’sbreakfordinner.

the39pointsarrivedatthe
gatheringofJan.30.

functionof thiscommit-
tee.

2. Theywantittobeformally
formallyrecognized.

6. Library:
1. Mainlibrary:

a.themajorityof students
studentsdonotborrow
booksfromthemain
ilbrary.
booksdonotborrow
many(1-5).

c.the inconvenienceof
theindirectloansystem
issignificant.

d.fewpeopleusethe
booksoftheFungPing
ShanLibrary.

2. Libraryhours:
a.all studentsagreeto

theextensionof reading
readinghours.Themajority
agreeto hoursfrom
8.30—11.00.

b.themajorityareinfavour
favourofashorteningof
durationofloanfacilities
facilitiesinfavourofextension
extensionofreadinghours.

c.(Mediclibraryonly)—
extensionof libraryis
stronglydesirableon
Wednesdayevenings.

d.105peopleoutof300
oddpeoplequestioned
agreeto volunteerto
assistthelibrarianif
thereadinghoursare
extended.

e.Themajorityareinfavour
favouroffines.

ContinuedonP.4.

What Has Happened In Our University?

s±olarships,bursariesorloanfundsandsoquitea number
ofstudentshadtotakeuppart—timejobs.Now,somuch
timehaselapsed,andwhatdowesee?Theconditionis

EDITORIAL

THENEEDOF GRANTS

AccordingtothereportoftheDelegationofourFaculty
totheReformsCommission,a significantportionofstudents
is in needof financialassistance.In recentyearsmedical
studentsin HongKonggenerallycomefromlesswell-to-do
familiesthanpreviously,in a survel* carriedouttwoanda
fitalfyearsago,it wasfoundthat60.1% ofmalestudentsare
Irornfamilieswithmonthlyincomeof below$1,500.Of
ihese34.5%werefromfamilieswithincomebelow$1,000
‘permonthwhileabouttenpercenthadlessthan$500per
month.On theotherhand77.3%of studentshadno

not.muchimproved.Wefindthatthenumberofmedical
studentshasincreased,butthenumberof grantshasremained
remainedfairlyconstant.“. . . thereisonerespectinwhich
theHongKongstudentsareuniqueinmyexperience;”says
I)r. Chalmerst,“thatisthemajorityofyouarebeingsupported
supportedfinanciallybyyourowneffortsorbytheconsiderable
sacrificeofyourf9milies,andnotbyscholarshipsorgrants
asin thecasein theU.K.andtheU.S.A.”Indeedit isa
hopeofeveryonetoseetheliftingofthis“additionalburden.”t
However,wearepuzzledbythefactthattheGovernment

it iscertainthattheoutflowofgraduatescannotbestopped.
Letushopethatthiswillnothappenandthat“theadditional
burden”willsoonbelifted.

KanKwokChoietol.(1966)ProfileoftheMedicalStudent
in HongKong.ElixirNo.2, 1966.pp.14-20.

Seepage2 ofthisissueofCaduccus.

shouldpaysomuchattentiontoorganize“pop-ins”rather
thanto helpneedymedicalstudents.Afterall, isn’tthere
ashortageofdoctorsinHongKong?Wefeeltherecomniendation
recomniendationbytheCommissionthat$5,000pa. begranted
It) a studentwhowillagreeto workfor3 yearsforthe
Governmentisquitefeasibleanddesirable.Thiswillalso
givethestudenta feelingof belongingto HongKong,so
thatlessthoughtswillbedirectedtowardssomeotherplaces.
ShouldtheGovernmentfailtodoanythinginthenearfuture

Conclusions to the questionnaire

issued hy the Medical Delegation

to the Commission for University

Reforms
BYTHEDELEGATIONFROMOURFACULTY

HongKong27thFebruary,1969.
TheMedicalStudents,

in
TheCommissionforUniversityReform,
C/OtheHongKongUniversityMedicalSociety.
My DearLadiesandGentlemen,

It wasamostgenerousgesturetowritetoexpressyourthanks
tomefor anyassistanceI mayhavebeentoyou. Pleaseaccept
ofmybestthanks. Thepatience,to whichyouallude,waswell-
earnedfor I havebeenmostimpressedbythestatesmanlikeway
inwhichtheMedicalSocietyCouncilandtheundergraduatebody
haveconductedthemselves.Youhaveall earnedmyadmiration.

Yourssincerely,
A.1S McFadrean,‘,‘a’’’) h”’—tIl’

q
ll*I
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Impressions of the Hong Kong Medical Student

WhenI wasaskedto write
aboutmyimpressionsof the
HongKongMedicalStudent.I
startedtosetitdownratherlike
a scientificarticle,listingand
analysingthefeatureswhichdistinguish
distinguishyoufromyourEdinburgh
EdinburghcontemporarieswhomI
recentlytaught.

Onthecreditside,I hadputthatyouare,ingeneral.more
courteousandmorecheerful.
smarterinyourappearance(no
long-haired,beardedbeatnikst.
moreattentive,morepunctualandapparentlymoreeagertolearn.WhenI startedtocompile
compilethedebitlist.I couldnot
thinkofanysignificantitemto
include.ThenI lookedatthis
listagainandthought“itcan’t
betrue—sucha collectionof
worthycharacteristicswould
amounttoanewandunfamiliar
subspeciesofthegentisStudents
Medicus(Laudihilis?i’.Evenif
it weretrueit wouldnothe
goodforyoutoknowaboutit.
No.thetruthisthatyoursimilarities
similaritieswithothermedicalstudents
studentsthatI havemetinBritain
andin theStatesaremuch
closerthanyourdifferences.If
I knewyoubetterI wouldprobably
probablyfindthesamespectrumof
virtuesandvices— youare

justmorediscreteaboutthe
latter.

Yourfaultsarethoseof
medicalstudentseverywhere—
faultswhichareoftenreflections
ofdeficienciesinthecurriculum
andourteaching.Firstly,there
isthetendencytorejectallthat
youhavelearnedin thebasic
sciencesonceyoustarttheclinical
clinical‘sears—asif theywereirre1e
irre1eanttothestudyofdisease.
Howmanyofyouinyourfinal
yearcaneasilyrecallsuchimportarit
importarititemsasthecourseand
distributionof theulnarnerve
or theregulationof acid-base
halance?

InEdinburghinrecentyears.wehaveintroducedanewcurriculum
curriculumwithintegrationasthe
keyword.Theboundariesbetween
betweentheclinicalspecialties.andevenbetweenpre-clinical
andclinicalsubjects,havebeen
brokendownsothatdiseases
rnahestudiedina morecomprehensive
comprehensiveway.Thus,in the
studyofcardiovasculardisease
theembryologyandanatomy.
physiology,pathology,clinical
aspects.pharmacologyandtreatment,
treatment,bothmedicalandsurgical,
surgical,areallcoveredinthespaceofaterm,sothattherelevance
of anatomyandphysiologyto
diseaseisimmediatelyapparent.

andthereforemorememorable.
Othersystemsare similarly
dealtwith.Thetherthiscurnculum
curnculumwillprosemoresatisfactory
satisfactorythananyother,timealor
willtell.hutithasonebigadsanlage
adsanlagefromtheteacher’sstandpoint
standpoint— hekeepsuptodate
withhiscolleaguesinotherdepir
depirtments.

Yourotherfault,whichagain
I assureyouisauniversaldefect
defectin medicalstudents.isa
tendencytohepreoccupiedwith
thelatestdevelopmentinmedical
medicalsciencetotheneglectofthe
lessdramatichutallimportant
routinesoftakinga goodcase
historyandmakinga thorough
examinationofapatient.It is
easytoseehowthissituation
hascomeabout:medicalscience
hasmadesuchmeteoricadvances
advancesinthelastfewdecades
thatthereis a compulsionto
trytokeepabreastofit all if
wearenottoheleftbehind,but
thebattlehaslongsincebeen
lost.Thereisnooneinmedicine
medicinetodaywhocanhopeto
knowin depthmorethana
minutecornerofthefield.We
cantakecomfortfromthefact
thatthe greatmajorityof
patientsweseecanhediagnosed
diagnosedbythesimplemeansofan
adequatecasehistoryandphysi
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cal examination,withoutrecourse
recoursetomoresophisticatedinvestigations.
investigations.Armedwithsome
basicanatomyandphysiology,
it isusuallypossibletodiagnose
andtreatamvocardialinfarction
without.inmostcases,requiring
theadditionalevidenceofserum
glutamicoxalacetictransaminase
or thearterialbloodpyruvate.
Likewise,a damagedperipheral
nervecanherecognisedwithout
theuseofelectromyographyor
estimationofthenerveconduction
conductionelocities.

Thewardsarcyourlaboratories
laboratoriesandonlyby frequent
studyof thepatientsin them
canyouequipyourselvesto
makeproperandselectiveuseof
themyriadoffurtherinvestigaLions
investigaLionsavailable,andyethow
rarelydoI seestudentsinthe
wardsexceptatformalteaching
sessions.

ThefunctionoftheUniversity
courseisnottofillyourminds
withall thelatestknowledge,
huttoteachyouessentialbasic
skillsandprinciplesand,above
all,toteachyoutoobserve,to
thinkandtodevelopyourcritical
criticalfaculties.Thestoryistold
ofoneresearchworkerwhoset
himselfthetaskoffindingwhich
testiclewasthemoredependant.Hedidthisbydroppingalead
shotfromthelowerpoleofeach
organandmeasuredwithastop
watchthetimetakenforthe
shottoreachtheground!This
taleissurelyapochryphal.but
onedoesn’thavetolookfarin
themedicalliteratureto find
examplesof “pseudoscience”
almostasludicrous.A simple
approachto mostproblemsis
usuallythebest.

Togetbackto myassigned
task,thereis onerespectin
whichtheHongKongstudents
areuniquein myexperience;thatisthemajorityofyouare
beingsupportedfinanciallyby
yourowneffortsorbytheconsiderable
considerablesacrificeofyourfamiDR.

famiDR.JOHNCHALMERS

lies,andnotbyscholarshipsor
grantsasisthecaseintheU.K.
andtheU.S.A.Thisadditional
burdenisonewhichI’msure
wewouldallliketoseelifted,butatthesametimeI wonder
if it isnotoneofthefactors
whichcontributetoyourvery
responsibleattitudeto yourstudies.

At Ihis timeUniversities
throughouttheworldarepass.
ingthrougha phaseofunrest
andselfcriticism.In recent
weekstherehasbeenanattempt
bysomemembersofthestaff,
ratherthanbythestudents,of
H.K.U.todenigrateourUniver.
sityandprovokediscontent.

Criticismanddiscussionare
healthyandshouldbeencouraged,
encouraged,fornosocietyisperfect,but
theproperplaceforustoair
ourgrievancesissurelywithin
theconfinesof theUniversity,andI personallyregretthecurrent
currenttrendofafewmalcontents
toexpresstheirviewsonradio
orinthepress.Asfarasthe
medicalfacultyis concerned,
youmaytakejustifiablepridein
thefactthatitcanholditsown
withanyothermedicalschool
ofwhichI haveknowledgeand
graduatesfromthisschoolhave
a highstandinganywherein
theworld.

Inmedicineweneverceaseto
bestudents,andtravelisoneof
thestimulatingwaysofwidening
wideningknowledge.Formethishas
beena mostagreebleand
instructiveyear,andI would
liketothankyouallforyour
partinmakingit so. I hope
thatyoualsowillhaveopportunities
opportunitiesfortravelandwillinclude
includeEdinburghin your
itinerary,sothatI maybeallowed
allowedtheopportunityofreturning
someofthehospitalitywhichI
havemethere.

The 4th and Two Extraordinary

Dean’s Undergrud Committee

Meetings
In additionto theregular

meeting,twoextraordinaryones
werecalledonthe20thand21st
onrequestbytheten-membered
delegationoftheMedicSociety
tothecommission.Thepurpose
ofthesemeetingsweretwofold.
Firstly,themembersseekadvice
andinformationfromtheDean.
Secondly,theydiscusseda list
of existingproblemsandthe
proposedreformsconcerning
curriculum,examinations,lectures,
lectures,library,residenceandstudent
studentrepresentationinthevarious
committeeswiththeDeanwho
promptlygavesatisfactorysolutions
solutionstosomeoftheaboveproblems
problemsandbecauseofthis,according
accordingtooneofthemembers
ofthedelegate,manyproposed
reformswereremovedfromthe
list.

TheDeanstartedthe4thmeeting
meetingbygivingahilariouspieceof
news.TwoTVsetsweretobe
installedin theMedicCentre
Hostelin thenearfuture.A
first-aidboxanda letterbox
wouldsoonbeavailable.The
subjecton thelecturingof
Radiodiagnosiswhichhadbeen
raisedin thepreviousmeetingwasfurtherdiscussed.

SuggestionstotheDeanfirst
camefromthe1styearclass
representativewho proposedthatthe1stM.B.examination
daysshouldbespreadoutif

possible.Poorventilationofthe
threetheatresandinsufficient
stovesintheBiochemistryLab.
werealsocomplainedof.These
wereatonceconsideredbythe
Dean.A headachingproblem
wasthenputforwardbythe2nd
yearclassrepresentativeashe
pointedoutthattherecentattendance
attendanceinthePsychologylectures
lectureswaspoorbecauseofthe
acuteexaminationtensioninthe
classandsuggestedif thelectures
lectureswereputinthe1stand3rd
termsinsteadofinthe1stand
2ndtermstheywouldbebetter
attended.TheDeanpromisedto
findsolutionto this.The3rd
yearclassrepresentativethen
askedforthepermissiontoUSC
taperecordersin Medicine
lecturesandtohaveafewdays
off beforetheirexaminations.
Theformerrequestwasgranted
butthelatterneededinquiry.
Thatthefieldworkcoinciding
withthedemonstrationsinthe
microbiologywas another
trouble.InthiscasetheDean
saidhewouldapproachPro’
fessorTengaboutthis.PinaIIY
morelavatoriesinthePfl)fCê
sorialBlockandmorepati
forstudywereaskedfo bY
seniorclassrepresentativcforeconcludingthemeethiDeanrevealedhis
expansionand- -
thiscQrnmjte._.
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LOOKING BACK

I haveborrowedthetitleforthisbrief
rcminiscencefromthatofGuydeMaupassant’s
Maupassant’stouchinglittlestoryinwhichthe
agingpriest,theAbbéMauduit,tellsa
friendwhy,thoughfondofchildren,hehad
chosenthelonely,celibatelifeofacuré.I
tooamlookingbackthroughtheyears.
Theerruptionsofdisquietandapparent
unhappinessofmanystudentsthroughout
theworldtodayoffersuchstrikingcontract
contracttomyownrecollectionsofbeinga
student,fortheywerehappydaysindeed.

Lookingbacktomyschooldays,I recall
recalltheoccasionthatinspiredmydetermination
determinationtobecomeachemist.Wewere
inthelaboratoryoneFridayafternoon,
observingtheeffectsofdiluteacidson
ironfilings.I heldmytest-tubeentranced,
entranced,watchingthetinybubblesofhydrogen
hydrogenappearandgrowonthesplintersof
metal,thenlikeballoonscarrythemin
upwardrushtothesurfacewherethey
burstandlettheirchargesfall.Sothe
diminishingparticlesdancedintheeffervescent
effervescentliquiduntiltheydisappeared,leaving
leavingbuta dustofcarbonatthebottom
ofthetubeanda greencolourasevidence
evidenceoftheirhavingbeen.Therewasa
faintlyunpleasantbutuntriguingodourto
thissorcery,thereasonforwhichI enquired:
enquired:itoweditsoriginI learnttotraces
tracesofacetyleneandphosphinethatwere
generatedbytheactionof thenascent
hydrogenonthecarbonandphosphorus
impuritiesintheiron.

A trivialexperiment:hutthewhole
materialworldtookonanewsiificance
formethatdaywheniron,theMartian
metal,symbolofpowerandstrength,the
fabricof toolsandweapons,of great
bridges,railways,andmightytowers,revealed
revealeditssolidsubstancetobeephemeral
asa flakeofsnow.Ephemeralbutnot
mortal,paradoxthoughthatmaybe.Mars
wasnotdestoyedforhisinvincibleatoms
weretherestill,a lovelygreentomark

theirattenuatedpresence,thehardgreen
ofbottle-glass,ofcrystalsandmineralsof
therocks.I walkedhomethatdayinabravenewworldinwhichtheearth,the
waters,andtheveryairI breathedassumed
assumedanewunity,arealityI hadnotknown
before.Chemistrybecametheobvious
languageinwhichtoreadthebooksIn
therunningbrooks,sermonsinstones,and
goodineverything.

Fromthenon,booksonthedivineart
consumedmostofmyliterateattention—apartfromFrankRichard’simmortal
stories—thoughnoneadequatelydescribed
describedthemagicthatcouldbeconjuredina
test-tube.Mytolerantparentsallowedme
tobuilda laboratoryina cornerofthe
bathroom,thoughtheysometimesprotested
protestedwhenI letloosenauseousvapours
suchasboysdelightin.

Onleavingschoolatsixteen,having
matriculatedwiththeexpecteddistinction
inchemistry,financialcircumstancesin
thoseleanyearsofthedepressionprecluded
precludedmydirectentranceintotheuniversity.
university.I hadtogetajob.Afouryear
pharmaceuticalapprenticeship,during
whichI workedlonghoursinachemist’s
shopbydayandattendedlecturesand
laboratorycoursesin theevenings,preceded
precededmybecominga full-timestudent.
Duringthisperiod,inwhichI wastrained
intheartofGalenandlearnedthesecrets
oftheBorgias,I passedtheintermediate
examinationsintheminimumtimeoftwo
wonaLeverhulmescholarshipandthisto-
trybytakingtheeveningB.Sc.course.I
wonaLeverhulmescholarshipandthetogether
togetherwithacollegeloanandsomesacrifices
sacrificesbymyparentssupportedawelcome
sojournintheElysianFields.

HowwellI recallthepridewithwhich
I donnedmylong,black,undergraduate
gownforthefirsttime:noroyalcloakof
purplecouldhavebestowedmoresense
of responsibilityormoresubtlyblended

dignitywithhumility.Suchcustoms,for
itwascompulsorytoweargownstolectures,
lectures,I believehavebeentoolightlydiscarded.
discarded.

HowwellI recalltheacademictranquillity
tranquillityofthecollegegroundsatNottingham,
Nottingham,tallTurkeyOaksflankingthedrive,
thecoollawnsandspreadingcedarswith
a viewofmassedrhododendronsacross
thelake,thelunch-hourstrollswhenwe
discussedthemeaningoflife,religion,
philosophy,thearts,andpolitics.There
weremusicrecitalsintheGreatHallon
Fridaysafterlunch—sandwichesinthe
balanceroomof thechem.lab.,forI
couldnotaffordtheluxuryofrefectory
lunches—Saturdaynight“Hops”,andthe
annualcollegeRagwhenweinvadedthe
towninfancydressandcollected£3,000
fortheGeneralHospital.

Wehadseventeenlecturesaweek,five
chemistryandfivebotanytogetherwith
theB.Sc.students,andworkedhardin
thelaboratories,butI enjoyedit all,for
I wasdoingwhatI wantedtodo.Sometimes
SometimesI wonderif I wouldhaveenjoyeditallsomuchifithadcomemoreeasily
withagrantonleavingschoolasitdoes
today.I doubtit.

Someofthelecturerswerenotgood
teachers,buttheytolduswhattolearn,
werescholarsofrepute,authorsoflearned
learnedpapersandbooks,andI feltitaprivilege
privilegetoattendtheirlectures.Afterall,
itwasauniversity,weweretheretolearn,
nottobetaughtlikeschoolboys.There
wasoneofourgroupwhogrumbled.He
wastheonewhointhebotanylab,one
daywhenI wasexaminingaspecimenof
CharathatI hadfoundinthelocalcanal
exclaimed,“Whatonearthareyoulooking
lookingatthatfor,Walsh,it isn’tin our
syllabus!”Hewastheonlyonewhodid
notpassallhisfinalsthefirsttime.

Someyearslater,whenI returnedto
myoldcollegeasa lecturer,havingin

themeantimeaddedafirstclasshonours
degreeinchemistrytomypharmaceutical
chemist’squalificationwhileworkingby
dayasapharmacistatGuy’sHospital,the
magicwastherestill.I wasproudtobe
aLecturer,aDon,anditenabledmeto
doresearchandworkformyPh.D.,but
itwasa busylifeforI wasgivingfive
lecturesa week.Lookingbackthen,I
begantorealisehoweasywasthelifeof
anundergraduate,whenallonehadto
dowastolearnthatwhichothershad
discovered.ButI washappy,travelling
hopefullyasit were,gainingexperience
andworkinghardtoqualifymyselffor
greaterresponsibilities.I wouldhavebeen
lesshappy,I believe,if greaterresponsibilities
responsibilitieshadbeenthrustuponmebefore
I waspreparedforthem.I wonderif
someofthestudentsoftoday,whoare
apparentlynotcontenttobestudents,but
whoseekaseatontheSenateandother
suchresponsibilities,reallyknowwhat
theymaybelettingthemselvesinfor.I
amnotsuggestingthattheyarewrong,but
I thinktheirfellowstudentsshouldbe
verycarefulwhomtheyentrustwithsuch
responsibilitiesandshouldrememberthe
ancientwisdom;thatthosewhoaggressively
aggressivelyseekpoweroftenhaveulteriormotives
motivesandarethosewhomostreadily
abuseit. TheDogesof Venicewere
morebenevolentmastersthanthosewho
exploitthegullibilityof“militantyouth”
tosupportheirdictatorshipofamodern
totalitarianstate.

ThinkuponthesethingsasI conclude
withtheclosinglinesofGuydeMaupassant’s
Maupassant’sstory.TheAbbéMauduithas
justbidhisfriend,goodnight.“. . . she
watchedhisslow-movingshadowin the
lightofhislanternplungeintothedarkness.
darkness.Thenshewentbackandsatdown
bythefire,andthoughtofmanythings
thatdonotoccurtotheyoung.”

F.O’F.Walsh

FACTS AND

FANCIES

“CARRYONDOCTORS!’
Duringawardroundapatient

wasfoundtohaveaparaffinoma
onhisfaceduetoa previous
plasticsurgery.

Tutor:“Whereelsecanwealso
alsofindparaffinoma?”

Student:“Inguinalregion,Sir.”
Tutor“. .* * *
Whilethestudentwasdelivering

deliveringthehistory,thetutorexamined
examinedthepatient.Withtheearplugs
earplugsof thestethoscopeinhis
ears,thetutorsaid,“Comeon!
Don’tstoptalking!I amlistening.”
listening.”

Marvellous!• * *
Student:“Sincethe mass

moveswithrespiration,thereis
noshadowofdoubtthatthe
massistheliver.”Althoughthere
issomeshadowofdoubtabout
thisstatement,yetthereis no
shadowofdoubtthatthisyoung
manattendshismedicinelectures.
lectures.* * *

A patientwasfoundtohave
abursaovertheischialregion.

Tutor:“Whatis thetreatment’?”
treatment’?”

Student:“If thebursadoes
notgivethepatientanytrouble,
wecanleaveit alone.In this
casethepatientexperiencesno
discomfortif hesitsona soft
subject.”

i’utor:“Whatsoftsubject?
You?”

(Note:“Tositon”alsomeans
“tobroodover”).

by008
In thistimewhenuniversity

reformisoneverybody’smindI
heara voiceinthe‘wilderness’,
“Whydidn’tyouweara gown
totheviva?Youthinkyouare
goingonapicnic?”

byObserver.

CLASS

FirstYear
TheOrganicChemistryExamination

Examinationwasheldon 29th
April.

AClassDinnerwasorganised
at theMedicCanteenon2nd
May.It wasahilariousgathering.
gathering.Burstsoflaughterandsinging
singingshooktheMedicCentre.

SecondYear
Althoughthe1stM.B.Exams.

areover,theyarebynomeans
freefromexaminations.The
PsychologyExaminationwill
beheldon19thMay.

TheClassAssociationorganised
organisedaClassDinneratConnaught
Room,MandarinHotelon18th
April.Theoccasionwasgraced
bythepresenceofthethreeProfessors
Professorsof thePreclinicalDepartments
Departmentsandtheirstaff,Mr.&
Mrs.Collins,Mr.Lowof the
PhysicalEducationDepartment,
andDr.Ho& Mr.Rocheford

NEWS

of thePsychologyDepaitment.
Thehighlightof theevening
wastheGrandFashionShowof
paper-dressputupbythestudents.
students.Mr.EdwardMaandMiss
IreneChanemergedastheMr.
& MissSecondYear,1968-69.

A friendlysoccermatchwas
playedagainsttheFirstYear
Teamon19thApril.Half-time
scorewas2-0infavourofthe
FirstYear,buttheSecondYear
somehowmanagedto turnthe
tablesbyfinishingwithavictory
of3-2.

ThirdYear
In a friendlysoccermatch

withtheStaffof thePathology
Departmenton25thApril,the
ThirdYearTeamlostby2-4.
TheSecondM.B.Exams.(Part
I) resultswereannouncedon
30thApril.PrizesandMedals
wereawardedtothefollowing
students:
LiShuFanMedicalFoundation

Prizein Pharmacology—
FuKuoFai.

C.P. FongGoldMedal
Pathology—ChinChuWab.

FourthYear
BecausetheClassis now

dividedintofiveSpecialtyClerkship
ClerkshipGroupsof Medicine,Surgery,
Surgery,Obstetrics,GynaecologyandPaediatrics.classfunctions
areaccordinglymodifiedtogrouporinter-groupfunctions.

TheGroupatTsanYukHospital
Hospitalhelda socialgathering,in
whicheachparticipantbroughthisownpartner.TheGroupat
MedicCentreHostelwaseven
moreenergetic.Two social
gatheringswereheld,onewith
nursesandtheotherwithladies
fromMaryknol!ConventSchool.

The ElectronMicroscope
UnitoftheUniversityofHong
Kongwasofficiallyopenedon
April16,1969at3.15p.m.by
Dr.theHon.J.A.H.Saunders,
Chairmanofthestewardsofthe
RoyalHongKongJockeyClub.
Guestspresentconsistedofthe
Stewardsof theJockeyClub,
thestaffmembersfromthe
FacultiesofMedicineandScience
ScienceandtheChairmanof the
MedicalSociety.Theywere
greetedatthegateofthePathology
PathologyBuildingbytheVice-Chancellor,
Vice-Chancellor,ProfessorGibsonand
ProfessorHuang.Followinga
briefspeechfromtheVice-Chancellor,
Vice-Chancellor,theunitwasunveiledby
Dr.theHon.J.A.H.Saunders.

The newunit,whichis
establishedandequippedwith
thehelpofagenerousgrantfrom
theRoyalHongKongJockey
Club(Charities)Ltd.madeearlyifl I lastyear.ishousedintheUniversity’s
University’sPathologyBuildingin
theQueenMaryHospitalCornI

CornIpound.Theunitissuppliedwith
aPhilipsEM300,thefirstmajor
electronmicroscopein Hong
Kongcapableof directmagnifications
magnificationsof220to500,000times

Intergroupballgameswere
organised,amongwhichwere
threefootballgames:Gp.I vs.
Gp.4,Gp.2vs.Gp.4,andGp.2vs.Gp.3.

FinalYear
TheFinalM.B.Exams.were

heldon:28thApril:Medicine.
29th:AprilSurgery,30thApril:

andabletovisualiseminuteparticlesparticlessuchasvirusesandminute
componentsofcellsandother
structures.It willenablethe
staffofthemedicalandScience
departmentsintheUniversityto
takeupmanynewresearchfields
of importanceto HongKongwithoutgoingabroadtofindthe
necessaryequipment.Thefacilities
facilitieswhichwillnowbecome
availableherewillgreatlyadvance
advancethe opportunitiesfor
scientificeducationin Hong
Kong.

G.Ng

Gynaecology& Obstetrics,Paediatrics
Paediatrics(semicolor);3rd-l6th
May:ClinicalExaminations&
Vivas.

ResultsaretobepublishedbytheendofMay.TheyaregoingtoholdtheirgraduationDinner
inMandarinHotelon21stMay.TheNewspaperwishesthecandidates
candidateseverysuccessintheExamination.
Examination.

OFfiCIAL OPENING OF

TIlE ELECTRON

MICROPSCOPE UNIT

TheOpeningCeremony

Patho1ogitsvs111yr.Medics.
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Forabetterunderstandingoftheantigenic
antigenicvariationintheinfluenzavirus.itis
necessarytorefertothebasicstructureof
thevirusparticle.Whenseenunderan
electronmicroscope,theyappearas
sphericalparticlesof80120muindiameter.
diameter.Eachparticlecontainscentral
strandsofribonucleicacid(RNA)which
arecoveredvbithproteintoformanucleoprotein
nucleoproteinhelix.Thehelixiscoileduponitself
itselftoforma sphericalmasshichis
tightlyenclosedinanenvelopeoflipoprotein.
lipoprotein.Thesurfaceoftheenvelopeis
studdedwithmanyevenlyspaced,radially
radiallyorientedsmallspike-likeprojections.
Thereareto differentspecificantigens
presentinthevirus.A solubleantigen
whichispresentinthenuclco-proteinfraction
fractionisofbroadspecificityanddetermines
thetypeof virus.Threetypesof influenza
influenzavirusarerecognizedastypesA,
BandC. Anotherantigenfoundinthe
superficiallacrincludingtheenvelope
andspikesofthevirusishighlyspecific
andshowsqualitativeandquantitative
differencesfromstraintostrainwithin
thesametype.Theenvelopeandspikes
areshowntopossesshaemagglutininsand
neuraminidaseenzyme,of whichtheir
activitiesareinhibitedbyspecificantisera.
Antigenicrelationshipbetweenvirus
strainscanhedemonstratedbythecapability
capabilityoftheirspecificantiseratoinhibit
thehaemagglutinatingactivityofthevirus
strainsreciprocally.

Amongthethreetypesof influenza
virus,typeAviruspossessesamuchmore
complexstrain-specificantigenwhich
showsfrequentantigenicchanges.The
strain-specificantigenofvirusAisfound
tocontainabout20componentswhichare
arrangedinamosaicpattern.Itmaywell
heexemplifiedwiththepictureseeninside
insidea kaleidoscopeinwhichthepiecesofcolourglassarecomparabletotheantigenic
antigeniccomponents.Someofthemoccupy
occupydominantpositionsonthesurface
whileothersrecedeinthebackground.A
minorchangeofantigenicitywillresultif
a fewdominantcomponentsarereplaced
byrecessiveones.Onrareoccasions,a
viruswithcompletelynewdominantantigen
antigenemergeswhenamajorchangetakes
place.Factorswhichinfluencetheantigenic
antigenicchangeof a virusarenotfullyknown.Thenewlyemergedvariants
usuallyreplacetheirpredecessors,possibly
possiblyasa resultofselectiveactionof
hostantibodies.Since1933,manynew
variantsoftypeA virushavebeendiscovered
discoveredandtheyaredesignatedassub-
types:AOisolatedin1933,Al in1946-47
epidemicandA2,theAsianfluin1957.
Commencingin1962,theA2strainshave
shownprogressivelyincreasingantigenic
shiftfromthepreviousstrains.TheA2/
HongKong/68strainoftherecentepidemic
epidemicisfoundtoshownmarkedantigemc
differenceinitshaemagglutininbutnot
intheneuraminidasewhencomparedwith
A2strainsof1964and1967.Thisvirus
thoughexhibitssignicantchangesretains
certainantigenicrelationshipwiththeprevious
previousA2strains.It isnowknownasa
A2variant.

Themostinterestingfeatureofepidemiology
epidemiologyof influenzais itsperiodicity.
Largeoutbreaksoccurinanintervalof
2-3yearsanda majorepidemiconce
abouttenyears.Almostallsevereoutbreaks
outbreaksarecausedbytypeAviruswhich
freqsentlychangesitsantigenicity.Type
Bvirus,thoughshowsvariations,ismore
antigenicstableandiscommonlyassociated
associatedwithendemicdiseaseorsmallepidemics
epidemicsinlocalizedareas.TypeC virus
appearstoexistasasingleantigenictype
andoccursin sporadiccasesand in
limitedoutbreaksof mildillness.As
anywhereinthewodd,inflenzaisa sea-

A2HongKong6Sandthediseasehasbeen
butthereisnoevidencethattheviruswas

sonaldiseaseinHongKong.Since1962,
thecausativevirusresponsibleforeach
outbreakhasbeenfull investigatedand
strainswerealsosenttotheWHOworld
InfluenzaCentreforcomparativeantigenic
studies.Therewereonlminoroutbreaks
duringtheperiod1962-67.mainlycaused
byA2virusandoccasionallybytypeB
irus.TheA2strainsisolatedinthepast

showedonlyminorantigenicdifference
fromthepreviousstrains.Thereforein
eachoutbreak.thediseasewaslimitedto
a smallnumberof susceptiblepersons
sincethemajoritYofthepopulationhad
acquiredimmunitythroughpreviousinfections.
infections.Althoughthesirusesinprevious
outbreakswerenotidentical,theinfection
infectionbyoneofthemwouldconferpartial
orcompleteimmunityto otherstrains
whichpossessedsomeoralloftheidentical
identicaldominantantigens.Theepidemic
inJuly196Xwithitshighmorbidityrate
andrapiddisseminationindicatedtheabsence
absenceofimrnuntyinthecommunityand
indirectlyrefleLtedthatthe causative
ruswasa mutant,withpredominatingnewantigens.
Immunitytoinfluenzaisgenerallybelieved

believedtoheshort-lived,andtheduration
isnotadequatelydeterminedbecauseof
themultipleantigenicityof thevirus
strainsandthecomplexantibodyresponse
inthehumanbody.Humoralantibodies
totheantigensofa virusareproduced
afterthefirstinfectionandarerepeatedly
enhancedbysubsequentexposuretoother
strainsof relatedantigeniccomposition.
Withincreasingage,peoplewillhaveexperienced
experiencedanincreasingnumberofinfections
infectionsandwillshowaprogressivelygreater
greatercoveragebyantigensofvariousstrains.
Thebroadresistanceconferredbyanti-
geniecomplexof crossly-relatedstrains
willprotectapersonagainstmoreremotely
remotelyrelatedvirusstrain.It wasshownin
thepreviousoutbreaksthatthesusceptibility
susceptibilityto thediseasewashigherin the
vounerage-groups.In thepandemicof
1957,peopleover70werefoundto
possessalready-existedantibodyto A2
strainsbeforeitsprevalence,probablyattributable
attributabletoinfectionofrelatedvirusin
theirearlylife.However,thereisahigh
mortalityofinfluenzaintheelderlypeople
peoplewhoareoftenassociatedwithchronic
illnesses.

Althoughvaccinationiseffectiveforthe
preventionofinfluenza,generalmedical
careremainsa mostimportantpartof
thecontrolofinfluenzabyhealthauthorities.
authorities.Inactivatedinfluenzavirusvaccines
containingsuitableantigenshavebeen
showntoreducetheincidenceofthedisease
diseaseto75-90%,butitsusefulnessishindered
hinderedbythetoxicityofthevaccine,especially
especiallyfor children.In interepidemic
period,influenzavaccineshouldcontainrepresentative
representativestrainsofvirusesA andB
thatarecurrent,andvaccinationshould
becarriedout2 to3monthsbeforethe
comingoftheinfluenzaseason.Thistype
ofvaccineisusedtoprotectpeoplewho
areknowntohavehighmortalityfrom
epidemicinfluenza,suchasthosesuffering
sufferingfromchroniccardiovasculardis-.
eases,pulmonary,renalandmetabolic
disease.Inthefaceofa pandemic,the
vaccineispreferablypreparedwiththe
newvariantandisgiventopeoplebefore
thediseaseis widespreadinthecommunity.
community.It requiresatleast3-4months
toproducethevaccineonlargescale.
Thevirushastobeadaptedtogrowin
theallantoisof fertilisedhen’seggs.
Afterwards,thevirusesareconcentrated
fromtheallantoidfluid,partiallypurified
byultra-centrifugation,andinactivatedin
fomaldehyk.Theyieldofthevirus
varieswithdifferentstrainsfrom1to10
dosesper Eventhoughvaccinepro-

ductionstartsbeforetheepidemic.the
turnoutishardlyadequatetomeetthe
demandforuse.Furthermore,theperiod
forthediseasetospreadto a distant
placeismuchshortenedbythejet-age
travels.It isimpracticabletocarryout
massiveimmunizationinshortnoticeof
anepidemic.Undersuchcircumstances,
thevaccine,ifavailable,shouldberestricted
restrictedtothoseathighriskofdangerfrom
thediseaseandtothoseworkersin the
essentialservicestopreventparalysisof
publicutilities.Additionalmedicalfacilities
facilitiesandpublichealthmeasuresmaylimit
theill-effectsofthedisease.

TheWHOInternationalInfluenzaCentres
Centrestogetherwithits80 NationalInfluenza
InfluenzaCentresareworkingcloselytowards
towardsthebettercontrolof thedisease.
Dataarecollectedfromeachoutbreak.
andvirusstrainsareantigenicallyanalysed.
analysed.Newvariantsaredispatchedforvaccine
vaccineproductionasearlyaspossible.At
present.manyproblemssuchastheanti-
geniechangesofthevirus,andfactors
influenzingsuchchangesarebeinginvestigated.
investigated.Asuccessfulcontrolofinfluenza
maybeachieved,whenthenaturalhistory
oftheinfluenzavirusisknown.
Ed.:Weacknowledgewiththanksforthe

contributionbyDr.W.K.Chang
oftheGovernmentVirusUnit.

(untilnedfroiiP.1
7. MedicCentre:

1. It isadvantageoustoliveinthe
MedicCentreHostelduringthe
specialityclerkships.

2. Residenceshouldnotbemade
compulsory.

8. Drinkingfountainsinthecampusare
desirable.

9. Finance:
1. Asignificantportionofstudents

isinneedoffinancialassistance.
2. MostarewillingtoserveGovernment

Governmentaftergraduationinreturn
returnfor fullgrantsfortheir
wholedegreecourse.

3. Themajoritypreferthisscheme
toaloansystem.

10.Universitydentalservicewillbe
madeuseofbythemajorityofthe
students,if thefeesarefurtherreduced.
reduced.

11.Thestudentsagreethatthehostel
shouldrefundhostelfeestoa resident
residentmemberincaseofabsenceunder
undercircumstancesbeyondhis/her
control.

12.Universityadministration:
I. Thestudentsadvocatea public

galleryinthemeetingsof the
CouncilorSenateoftheUniversity.
University.

2. Peacefuldemonstrationsarethe
choiceofactionif theUniver
sitydoesnotsatisfyuswithadequate
adequatereforms.

Resultsofdoubtfulsignificanceaccording
accordingtotheopinionofthedelegation:
a. Theresultofthe2ndpartofquestionquestion14maynotbeindicativechicto

a limitationofchoices.
b. Resultsontheuseofthelibraryon

SaturdaysandSundaysasputforward
forwardinquestion16maynotfullyindicatetheexpressneedforthelibrary
libraryduringeveryweekend.

c. Theresultsofquestion23donottell
ushowmuchmoneyisneededto
aidsuchstudents.

d. Theresultsofquestion29cannotbe
analysedasmorethanoneanswer
canbegivenbytheindividual.

Thereweremanylargeepidemicsandpandemicsofinfluenzainthepastandon
mostoccasionstheresponsibleviruswasfoundantigenicallydifferentfromtheprevious
previousstrains.A newantigenicvariantoftheviruswasisolatedinHongKongduring
aninfluenzaepidemicinmid-July1968.Theinfectionhassincerapidlyspreadtothe
neighbouringcountriesandtoothercontinents,imposinga healththreattomans
highlypopulatedandindustrialcities.AccordingtothenomenclaturesstemofWHO
in1964.thevirusstrainisdesignatedas
widelypublicisedasthe‘HongKongFlu’
originatedinHongKong. 學學生會

會月于1】
一 春
三 期

大
學
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醫
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第
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一化去化年三月十五日一 一
評 論

香港學聯經於二月廿二及廿三日，在
港大舉行第十一‘ 代表大會，出席的有七問專上學院的代表三十多人，會議主要是審板第計一屆幹事年報及訂立下一年施政方中·，最後為選舉第十二屆幹事。
香港學聯為全港專上學生之最高團體。．lT以說是個相當有代表性的組織·在此

學，L對社會影響日漸擴大，學生自治權力
-I漸增長的今天，我們都對學聯會寄予很大的期望‘對內它負起了促進學生團結，使學‘L的影響力得以盡量發揮和利用的責
fI: ，對外，它有義務溝通學生與社會各階層之瞭解，使社會人仕明白學生運動的真義。
過去數年內，學聯經過許多學生領袖的不斷努力，會務經與時俱進。成員學院

11漸增加。各同學對此都感到無限欣慰。但亦有些地方，學聯的工作，並未達到理想，而極待改進。譬如最近的週年大會，
為學聯年中最重要的會議，足以左右來年的施政方針及執行人選。以一個如此重要的會議，準備工作本該力趨完善。但事實
卻適得其反：一部份的會議代表，竟然接不到開會通知及議程，而無從預先搜集有
關資料，詳加研究；廿二日及廿三B的會
議，因為到預定開會時間仍然人數不足，
而需延遲達二小時才能正式召開。以一個
如此有代表性的團體，如此受新聞界、電
視、其他各公眾傳播機構和社會各界重視的會議來說，豈不丟盡香港學生的面于，
給社會人仕一個反宣傳嗎？
當然我們亦明白，學聯幹事亦有其困

難，他們除應付本身繁盛的課程外尚織牲
了課餘的時間來處理這吃力的工作，我們希望學聯幹事以後在會務方面，完賽的應盡量保持，不合理的則加以改善，在此我
們謹對本月就職的學聯會第十二屆幹事致敬，並祝學聯會日益強大。
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