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HOW TO BE MORE SUCCESSFUL

IN

Everybody wishes to be
successful in his life. I am
no exception. Well, I will
not, and indeed cannot, be
a great man, nor can I make
myself popular. However, at
least I hope to accomplish
some objectives before I
eventually drop my body
and leave. In other words,
I must in the end succeed to
be successful in MY OWN
WAYS.

It might be considered to
be a success when one thinks
one has gained enough and
affords to rest for a moment
while planning to start work-
ing towards a new objective.
He may have not the slight-
est idea that there is still a
long way to go before the
final victory is attained. The
success so far is but a step
to the ultimate everlasting
one.
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YOU —

At this juncture, I feel
the urge to clarify a point
first. Achievement is what
you have gained no matter
people appreciate it or not.
It is something that has been
done and cannot be undone.
It forms into part of YOU.

n the other hand, success
is a thing that has to be re-
cognised in the mind of peo-
ple — and the mind of peo-
ple changes with time. Fur-
ther, the element of luck
cannot be denied of in most

cases of success. If I were
to choose, I would rather
struggle for achievement
than be called successful

without really doing much
good to myself or others.
You may admire or even
envy other persons becoming
‘more and more successful’
and wonder why. Simple
enough, to be successful,

— Bernard Lau —

either you are really smart
and talented enough to make
out your way and find for
you a place among the fa-
mous, or vou are able to
take charge of the environ-
ment and turn them into
your own advantage. To this
end, you have to make your-
self strong and powerful.
Equip yourself with all the
qualities of survival. Learn
hard, from the date of birth
up to the time of last breath.
Observe your surroundings
and keep your eyes open;
make sure you know what
you can do and what you
cannot do. What you can do
contributes to the factors of
success, and, more important
still, it is the awareness of
what you cannot do that pre-
vents you from unnecessary
and foolish failures,

It is common knowledge
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that people are inclined to
ask more about success of
others rather than their
failure, I would agree other-
wise for should one really
succeed at this moment, his
success can only be attri-
buted to his present talents
in this particular and favour-
able circumstance, plus luck,
too. In the next time, even
with the same factors, suc-
cess will not be brought
about quite the same. On
the contrary, a thorough
analysis of one’s failure may
often enable one to under-
stand more precisely how the
situation stands and in parti-
cular what one should be on
guard against. The compre-
hensive knowledge of failure
can be applied to all situa-
tions and can cast your
foundations on firm ground
once and for all. Still an-
other point to make is that
when a person talks of his
own experience of success,
how much he exaggerates
and feels satisfied with his
gain, but at the same time
how much he neglects to tell
of his loss!

It might seem to be queer
when I say that I am glad
that I have failed many a
time. This is because had I
not failed for so many times,
the success which I have
gained might have been too
little to be of any signifi-
cance. Each failure contri-
butes ultimately to my suc-
cess. Each time I fail, I have
to review my own situation
and re-estimate my own abi-
lities and weakness, and I
have to admit myself to be
small, thus humiliating my-
self further. 1 understand
myself much better, which is
as it should be, without ever
too self-confident. I taste the
sourness and the bitterness.
I see the meaning and na-
ture of success more clearly
and I aim at much higher
level of success than I could
otherwise have dreamt of. As
I want to reject the next bit-
ter experience, I have to be
more careful and painstak-
ing, Indeed, the bitterer the
failure, the greater the suc-
cess and the bigger the fruit.

To take a step further, the
instances of failure are to
some extent trial and error,
which tends to mark out
your boundaries of manage-
ment. In so doing, you can
have a fair idea of your
maximum capacities, which
may be taken for reference
when a decision has to be
made instantly by you and
you alone.

Above all, to the effect
that you wish to be more
successful in your life, you
must admit yourself to be
finite. To this end, it leaves
no doubt that you have to
expect less from yourself.
Once you know your limits

of capacities, you would be
fairly satisfied and would not
go farther till the shadow of
failure seizes you. A person
may ultimately loss his foot-
hold because he is too self-
confident and keep on load-
ing and loading on his
shoulder burdens which are
once and again beyond his
power of endurance and
which he should have avoid-
ed long before, until the last
straw proves too much, just
too much for him. And this
is his end.

One would admire the
work and success of the
great men in history and
wonder how they can ma-
nage when one considers the
mere fact that they have only
twenty hours at most to make
use of. Of course, many of
us do not even know what
and what for we are doing
in a day, not to say that we
are able to finish and pro-
duce some results after the
hard day. The crucial thing
of the matter is that we do
not know what we are do-
ing; they do. We scarcely
understand for what we live,
but they do. They know
when they should work and
when they should rest; we
do not. They conquer and
overcome themselves, but we
do not.

Many people would have
wished to become ‘Napolean
the Second’ or the ‘Second
Einstein’ and so forth, but I
still insist to be nobody else
but Bernard the First, who
is unique in many ways and
who can stand out as his own
self in his own name, not
bearing the name of any
other person on earth, past
or present. He has to be
praised because he is Ber-
nard, not because he is
‘Somebody the Next'. Yes,
let the success of your work
attaches itself to your glo-
rious name, not your suc-
cess to the name of others.

I hope it is not astonish-
ing to you when I say that
the greatest success that can

be achieved is not that, para- -

doxically, achieved appar-
ently by you. Rather, I
would be inclined to think
that should anyone succeed |
because of you, it is the
greatest thing you can|
achieve. Indeed, it is a great |
success. How very satisfied |
will a father, for example, .
be when he knows that all |
his sons who have been !
brought up in pains and !
hardship have been success- -
ful in their career, for alll
the fact that he himself is as ¢
miserable as anyone can be ¢
— but he does succeed in |
being a good father.

In conclusion, everybody }
is at the very start created{
for a purpose and destined !
for a part to play in theg
world. Regardless of whatl
he is and what he can do,.
the road to success is a
open to him, provided thati
he knows and strives for it-
The moment he finds out
how he can play the part
well, it is indeed already
success,
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