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legal systems ... an insulting aim, of
course, when dealing with cultures often
of much greater antiquity. But, ignoring
these aberrations, for centuries or even
millennia cultures have always fruitfully
intermingled on an equal footing in order
to trade goods and ideas, influencing each
other technologically and spiritually to
their mutual advantage. Often it was the
finest and the most learned who travelled
to share what they knew with others; but
inevitably, before the industrial revolutions
of the West improved modes of transport,

will persist, and no doubt should be
encouraged to persist, but today and in
the future men and women of intelligence
and talent must begin to feel themselves
a part of a true supranational culture. And,
furthermore, it is becoming vital for the
survival of mankind even, that some of us
at least should shed the limitations of
territoriality, the limitations of local
customs and prejudices and begin to feel
ourselves true citizens of the world. Per-
haps the less intelligent and the less
talented will not be able to do this nor
want to . but let the talented and the
educated throw off as far as possible their
early narrow conditionings. And as for
the academic world, especially in science
and medicine and in the technological
subjects, there is a sense in which the
phrase ‘academic expatriate’ should be
replaced by something like ‘wandering
scholar’ or ‘peripatetic academic’. It
should be possible for such a person to
go anywhere, within, of course, the
limitations of language and an understand-

able avoidance of those places riddled
with discrimination or intolerant ideolo-
gies. There he could exercise his skills
in teaching and research or in art of
music, without this arousing any special

these contacts were limited in scope. By
the time an envoy had travelled from
Europe to, say, China and returned, many
years of his life might well have passed.
But today we have the jet plane, and fast

ships, and radiocommunications, and this comment. There would be enormous
has been leading slowly to something advantages in this free flow, throughout
quite new, the development of an the world, of an elite of minds unfettered

and unconditioned. In universities, it
would prevent academic inbreeding very
prone to happen in H.K., as | have said.
It is true that there are enough brilliant

embryonic world culture ... not a shoddy,

corrupt and polluted amalgam of East and
West or North and South, but something
Regional cultures

new in its own right.

H.K.U. graduates here and abroad to staff
entirely both our Universities (especially if
all those abroad could be enticed back!)
But it is probably healthier to mix the
brew, to have as well a good circulation
of short-term peripatetic academics from
all over to prevent stagnation and an
insidious lowering of standards. It is no
accident that those academic expatriates
who have made the most impact here,
who have really stirred up discussion and
controversy, and made even student think,
have often been the short-term expatriates
here for just a few years or less. After
all, | would remind you that the word
‘university’ has the same root as
‘universal’, and universities need universal
men and women.

In mediaeval Europe there was for a
time something approaching this ideal,
before the disease of nationalism became
chronically established, when the Catholic
Church lent a temporary spiritual unity
and Latin was a sort of universal language
of educated and erudite men. Then,
scholars travelled freely over the continent

of Europe ... which was, as far as they
knew at the time, the limits of the civilised

world and shared their knowledge.
It was indeed a sort of global culture. No
one asked an Englishman, | am sure, what
brought him to Rome, or a German what
brought him to London.

We
establish

need
this

urgently today to re-
ideal on a truly global
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scale ... and if we do not do it soon, |
see little future for mankind as a
species ... we need a leavening and an

elite of those who will be prepared to
circulate round the world body politic like
the humoral messengers and the growth
factors in our bodies. Then a doctor or
an engineer or a teacher will not be asked,
‘What brought you to H.K., or to Hudders-

field or Houston, Texas?. This kind of
wandering or peripatetic scholar or
academic needs not only intelligence,

skill, talent, but more importantly complete
freedom from narrow nationalisms and
ideological prejudices, he must have
independence of thought and a capacity
to question accepted and established
doctrines and dogmas, to be nobody's
lackey, to be nobody's patroniser.

So perhaps, to conclude, | will
assume briefly the role of Polonius, much
though | dislike to, and give you some
good advice. Neither a patroniser nor a
lackey be. Be neither arrogant nor servile.
Learn from your teachers, but do not give
them uncritical respect; question them and
express your own opinions fearlessly.
Stick to your opinions, too,-and do not
vacillate or change sides for vulgar rea-
sons of expediency or from pressure from
above. Do not bully or ignore your
inferiors and cultivate your superiors to
gain their approval. Do not worship
authority. Seek excellence, not financial
reward. Be prepared to go anywhere in
the world, within reason, or even stay in
H.K. if there is a place for you. H.K.U.
should welcome back its brightest students

after graduation, in open competition, of-

course, with any academic wanderer who
is inclined to spend a little time here.
Note, a little time, | emphasise once again,
for the age of the chronic expatriate is
ending, | hope, and will soon be gone for
ever.

You see, | have not directly answered
the question in the title of this address!
On deeper thought, | feel that such a
question would never be asked in a
healthy world community where people
and ideas moved freely across the artificial
manmade boundaries of meaningless
territoriality. | have found it as rewarding
to teach pharmacology here as in
Aberdeen, Scotland, or in Addis Ababa,
and as important, and this is what really
matters to me and to you, also, |
hope

Hon. Adviser: Dr. A. van Langenberg 2afEE
Editor-in-chief: Betty Ng {AER
Managing Editor: Chan Kam Ping B E
Secretary: Katherine O'Hoy BERS
Treasurer: Wu Ho Hon T
Special Chinese Editor: Joseph Chow BEE
General Contributing Editors:
Karen Lam VIS
Leo Luk PR
& Circulation Manager: Tse Chung Hing AR
' Official Photographer: Raymond Lam HEH
Survey Analyst: Lo Hong Yuen .43
Advertissment Manager: Chan Chung | Bl —

THE CACUCEUS EDITORIAL BOARD

The EB wishes to thank
the special support of
Glaxo Hong Kong Ltd.




..

'

Al

b
:
§
E

Page 3

CADUCEUS

November, 1973

CORRESPONDENCE

NO SAINTLY CREED
Dear Sir,

I read in dismay your editorial con-
ceming private medical practice.

To begin with, | hold in high esteem
your boldness and frankness in tackling
with the subject and in bringing direct
attention to the one sore spot of the
medical profession. In this respect, public
criticism has arisen not infrequently; but
our profession have adopted an extraor-
dinarily tolerant attitude of mere silence.
Now that even the students of the profes-
sion raise up the issue, it is high time
that we members of the profession should
step forward to examine if such allegations
are soundly based on accurate facts.

Your observation that excessively ex-
pensive fees results in availability of pri-
vate medical services only to the rich is
indeed well founded. But you seem to
have overlooked the fact that colossal fees
are charged only by the sparsely few
prosperous GP’s.

Fees charged by the average private
practitioners are in the range of $10-20
per visit, drug supplies included. This is

quite moderate and not at all expensive
even when compared to the prices of her-
balist treatment if the cost of herbs is
taken into account. And then there are
the “low cost clinic” private doctors who
provide really cheap medical services,
charging a normal fee of $3 per patient.
Bearing these in mind therefore, your
generalisation and inference that the
private practitioners are providing their
professional services only for the wealthy
people is certainly far from correct.

Your view of national health system
is again open to question. Not that the
idea is objectionable, but you voiced no
deliberation of what you really mean.
Private medical practitioners play a most
essential role in the operation of the
national health system in the United
Kingdom, and Canada and other parts of
the western world, private practitioners
provide the actual machinery for high
quality national health services, although
bearing alternative names such as medical
insurance schemes. Hence there is no
conflict between private medical practice
and national health. If you should be
thinking of a nationalised health system
of the “socialist” or “communist” style,
please remember that Hong Kong is part
of the “free” world. Anyway, that would
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be an ideological outcry which requires
complete changes of social structure and
medical fees would not be a suitable pre-
text.

Please be reminded that money
mindedness is no sin, nor is it in any way
unethical. The Hippocratic Oath has no
mention that the disciples of medical shall
not make a fortune out of his professional
skill.

If | may say so: Doctors are only
ordinary men dedicated to the professic_;n_al
skill of caring for the sick, and avowed not
to any such noble intentions of self-

sacrifice or knightly courage but to respect
their own selves and their trade, — though
perhaps yielding up self-denial as circum-
stances may call for. We should keep
ourselves down to earth and cease to
indulge in the delusions of our profession
as a saintly creed.

Thank you for your attention,

Yours truly,

Dr. HK. Mak
# E #

RESTRAIN ITCHY FINGERS....

Dear Sir,

It is interesting to note that medical
students are studying acupuncture in the
library during the summer months instead
of preparing for the 1st MB as they usually
did in the past. However, | would suggest
the eager student not to be too energetic
in practising his needle till he has tried it
on himself and fully confident that he has
mastered the technique.

With the emergence of budding
acupuncturists, there has been an increas-
ing incidence of patients with rheumatoid,
renal and respiratory diseases turning to
the acupuncturists for help. | have known
a part-time acupuncturist, a foreman in a
construction site by trade, who drove a
4 inch needle into the renal angles of a
bed-ridden patient in an attempt to treat
chronic renal failure; he produced latro-

genic haematuria. That patient could have |
much improved by a special diet, physio-

therapy, diuretics and electrolyte replace-
ment. Another lady with OA (osteoarthri-
tis) of the knees turned back to analgesics
after the acupuncturist produced aggrava-
tion instead of relief of her knee pain.
| still relic the X-rays of a 2 inch piece
of acupuncture needle broken in the back

An open letter to menbers of medical
| Society, KHUSU

Dear members of Medical Society, HKUSU,

First of all allow me to thank you for
your support during the A.G.M. my work
within these two weeks has been very
rewarding and worthwhile.

However, during this period, | have
also discovered that it will not be possible
for me to carry out the majority of my
proposed programme that | consider
indispensible and the execution of which
requires close co-operation among the
executives —— a co-operation that is
essential for efficient working in any
organisation.

| am worthy of my post only if | can
carry out my promise.

Finally, thank you for your attention
and wishing you every success.
Date: 19th November 1973 (Mon).

Yours sincerely,
CHAN Ka-kam (Mr.).

Results of Election of EX-Co 1973-74

|
i Chairman
|

Chan Tat, Eddie i1

Chan Ka Kam 112
Vice-Chairman

Chan Sui Po 151

Chan Nai Keung 78
General Secretary

Young Wan Yin, Betty 116

| Tse Chung Hing 112

Financial Secretary

Ting Kar Wai 121

Lo Hong Yuen 103
Ext. Affairs Secretary

Sy Chiu Kai, Tommy 112

Choi Ho Keung, Peter m
Social Secretary

Tsoi Ting Kwok, Peter 140

Lau Lai Lin, Lilian 86
Sport Secretary

Koo Ping Kong, Kenny 178

Chan Chau Sing 55

of a man’s neck while he was self-treating |

his neck pain by acupuncture.

All in all, please try to restrain your |

itchy fingers, gentlemen and ladies.

Yours etc.
Choi Kin

| Please Contribute to
Caduceus

| and

make it your paper.




SER [ BB W | » HRIBRIE—HE » 75— rmen) 35
BchETT o W E (YR HERR AR B PR B F 3 o IPE HEMS
BT » FWMRATZRMIE 2 K » MES A » RUFEERBE—
B TERIBTAE TR » REERIE T —M BB o

EREZE | —MARNEISE L PRI B —
B LU — EeRRER A DU B S R » (BT (S Sk b 5 &
RIrg—Fr » EEREWRRE LEAMESENYIR - BRAE
S ? BRI R E? (R FEEEFEBET - ERNE
BRI [ Al | EE—MHERN OB —ERBREERN
EBAKRAE » HEEEANTREAEA T HREANERL -
RAR AL M BAR » BRI M MIE SN s EEBHHRT
» HIRERFF RRRVE » RRIUHISE R TR R I o BRUEREW
» B » (RERIFET E—HIFRE D RNBRE R TS ?

DU MR, » RS - HREENTFE » HEAKR=ZS
BYZEDHE » MW TEERT > T PERIEE T B4 » A TEF SRS
FHRTET] ) » REZIQEE » SEAF AR > REBHIRZ
WE~ LFRETEERZ AT - BENIHA - BREZENE
e > BB B F BABMMEE - BATHE I ~FA
FRIXES o ER_FR/NUFER » BHEIETRIR - EXR
ERBMZHHFLANERB? AERUBBENATERAZ
RS ARK » BRRMEN » BEFRENSE o

ZERITH T —EHA M IR T —# 2 ERTE R

REEREEARZNEE c MARAAHRZBNAZ (HE
TRATHE) » BAEMARRE - BROEERTR—ENFHA

Frit—— St RREE » SEThME R RS BIETA » ERE
HAUFHE o HiaEH - REERER - RFAFAARERS » B
fhMhE » ZEEME AT EIGE—IRIEE - REERIER -

ERHKEEIEM—WBECFHRIREE HBERH - hik
FHGTE - MOHEEZE o

— BN » FEBLREHIET R OHE o Bt
HHRERERE IELH—EHR BB BHRZ—IR

E B H &
PR PN
I RBRFRER
o7 &K
o AR W
o THME »§
e » ZEIRK—
B RR A o5 B 0 BT :
T%K%~m%%"' W
° o BEEEMMNE RN S L% gwui HEELE K——HER—X, TH45—
~&v&@m%OJ'u%ﬁmeﬂmi%Zm&fw W T R B8 R 4 ik B
EArMAK:EEF ®E iy i K BT TR A o TR TR G (R 1R K > B
XHKE» g B ° TR VEM - UL 2 i 0
— AEREHE - £ =% R IR & A 1 H R
EREREAR » HIEH E 1 RLERCLTIEE R o
MVRZE RKRWIE HIMED iR 0 BN R R IE
REAGMBAKYPE BREONERESE WRUE 1 48 IRF AR B IE » B & R
H—-MEBE Mg BT KHEELME KT %1 B B o K32 o i R
P BEERWT BW o BETEK &%m%%l;tumﬂﬁaﬁﬁﬁﬁxEﬂ%

A A
— 5o %2 % %
4" %
X -+ e
£ Z X
#. — & =
By et 2 ) =
p— 7
A - &
o
—® WMEHBH BBENZE o
gt — R KERXE %8
REAAREEEBERRLRRE
meEHE o » TER /Y5 K K5 » i
HEHE o B MK HHAZE
G RRIEEE—M > FElto RE
ENNBEE—REBETX - BEEBHME
MK KRZNS > » KEOQOMEHN
MEEHER » =B ®¥— 080k
MEZHABBEERRE o i » i
HMTHE B*»EB
Ao BZBMAE : AME
ER—-EE | i
38 90 O i - W i
B o & % 0y i gk =2
Bl -t o A T 1h
HEZEMAMTK-
FEZ T & o B i ik
"THAR - A
— T H BRKitd
BRE®K RBIE®
Rie > e iz K

R A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A S A A A A A A A A S S T A

REANEKLIBBR R MBTITERR | R
HEAEEN ? AR o [EESRF ? 5 o
REEXRRT 2 RARBT o YT ERR RS
HRNADEIE » (BRTRAFRE ?

RSz H % » RERTHETEFZPREIR
8 o HR—VMRERMTE » AL TR BRI RS
» T EHE » KEBBERED © BEEL - R
FAHREETEFFZANREEERTERE » R
EREMERE » AT REH—ERTR
ﬁ!ﬂ’ﬂ&’ﬁ@ W.m)ﬁlil% )

» BERTR S B REE S T )
» TRIE DU B R [ B
o (B e B AT LSRR R it
XAMBA RS H b B B T
AL RIS » 3 T B | =%
BEGRURN o XDISEEBA
 HESRTBEM » IREEAE
EZRERNEERE » BRI hEE S
BRI 3 o MBRBUE A E B » iR
BAESH- TR BT WTERNEE L » ERRA
B IRF AR E IR o (BINPREE
i@_ BB MM 5 TR AR R B e 28

» FHE » BRI TR o

AR LRI RGP  ggy
PREEVE 2 INRIFTAR » — VI ERYEF - L 2N
oh A SRR B o B RIREMIERAES » HeiME
ANEHEF T MBS o FHERFLN » BERB
H—BWRRENEY » HERRS A HRGIHE
HEENEEH o BENRH RN » REGRELEN
WET » SOFIENBELT RS » AR
o HYRHAREER » fiE RS AR R
BADEA o BT — bk
R RER RMEETRIMR LG
o BARS MR o F IR IR
RESN—ERE > BRERZER
KIS » iR T iEmsE » &
KIS R — BB o

HiRl » E—EARMBIE—
PR - fhIEEERE
JEVE 2 i RAR :

(—) RARFLELHEER
TR A B A ——E T i
RRAIBIK » AT AR R ST
B CHR—RER T - SRS o )

=
(22 A HEE R S B o

n
(Z) REEEH WA T AN
" T g



