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Comparsion of health service
between UK and HK

In UK, the National Health Service
consists of 1) primary care by family
doctors; 2) health care including
screening and advice given to mothers;
3) Paediatric Hospital dealing with in
and out patients.

The different aspects of the Service
are all managed under the same
Health Board. This encourages the
working together of the paediatrians
and the family doctors, as well as
the involvement of the family doctors
in the hospital management of their
patients. The accurate health infor-
mation on the development of the
child can then be available to the
doctors.

The cost of this extensive service
comes from the income tax. It is not
known whether the people of HK
are willing to pay a certain amount
of their income tax in supporting a
similar kind of health scheme.

In HK, there are two levels of
health services: 1) primary care by
doctors — both government doctors
and private practitioners; (there may
arise such incidence that a patient
switches among several doctors, think-
ing he could perhaps get well sooner if
he changes his doctors.) 2) general
hospital, care of children by Paediatric
Unit.

Some problems in the Paediatric
Wards in HK

Overcrowdness

Young children have lower resis-
tance to infections. Overcrowdness
promotes the spread of infection,
which is a major danger to already

sick children. In QE hospital there
may be even more than one baby
sharing the same bed!

Absence of Isolation Ward

Isolation of the patient who is
especially prone to infection or the
patient likely to spread his infection
to others is necessary. For example,
in the case of acute lymphoblastic
leukaemia, drugs are given which
suppress resistance to infection. There-
fore after treatment with the drugs,
isolation to decrease the risk of
infection must be undertaken. In
UK, this is in fact being done, but
not in HK due to lack of single
rooms or cubicles.

Inadequate space

There are i play-areas for children
in the wards. The stimulation of
play has a very important role in
children’s emotional and intellectual
development.

The visiting hours are not very
suitable to working parents. There
should be some parent-child rooms
for the accommodation of parents
who wish to stay overnight in com-
pany with their children. These
are now commonly available in UK
hospitals.

Nurse: Patient ratio too low

The ratio for HK is about one to
seven in the daytime which is much
lower than that in UK. In Paediatric
Wards, more nurses are required for
special attention of the children e.g
feeding the babies, bathing them,
comforting emotional children etc.
In the UK the nurse: patient ratio
is much more favourable.
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Modern Paediatric Facilities

This can be set up in two ways:
a) Paediatric Hospital or b)Modem
Paediatic  Unit incorporated into
general hospital.

The government has not publicized
any result of studies on the possibili-
ties of either of the above. But avail-
ability of space for b) must be con-
sidered.

Modernization of the paediatric
facilities in HK is essential not only
because the HK people do deserve
better service than presently available,
but also because up-to-date teaching
of paediatrics to future doctors
can only be done with adequate
facilities. At present our students
tend to gain a very restrictive almost
entirely tecnmical view of paediatric
practice.

There are certain advantages and
disadvantages of having a Paediatric
Hospital.

Advantages:

1) All paramedical diagostic staff
are assembled in one hospital
for one purpose only — they
serve the children.

2) A better environment which is
designed for children can be
achieved.

Disadvantages:

1) There will be ‘wastage’ since
duplication of instruments for
children is unavoidable.

2) There will be a lowered chance
of exchange of ideas with
specialists from other depart-
ments.
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PAEDIATRICS BEDS IN QMH

A6 ward 45 beds
B6 ward 42 beds
El1 ward Second class 13 beds
Third class 20 beds
including rooms for feeding up,
neonatal jaundices, prematures
E6 ward maternity 22 beds
A7 ward maternity 38 beds
nursery 13 cots including 7
incubators
Total beds for Paediatric Service:193 beds
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When

3 or More Persons assembled together,

conduct themselves in a Disorderly, intimidating,

insulting or Provocative manner intended or

likely to cause any person reasonably to fear

that the persons so assembleb will commit

a Breach of pease, or will by such conduct
provoke other persons to commit a breach
of the peace, they are an unlawful assembly.
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In the campus —

Bernard Liu. Lee Shui Shan.
Raymond Leung

—FE—ENBEHBET o

In order to know more about
and also to introduce to our readers
the recently arrived lecturer, Mr
Anderson, we Caduceus reporters
decided to arrange a meeting with
him.

The interview was arranged on
19th Feb. at about one o’clock,
in Mr. Anderson’s office. We were
warmly welcomed.

The onehour interview was very
fruitful in which we had chatted a
lot and had exchanged idea. Mr
Anderson is a very easy-going person,
so if you have time, just go and have
a chat with him.

COMING TO HONG KONG

Mr John Leeds Anderson is a
sociologist. He obtained his master
degree at the University of Aberdeen
and has specialised in medical socio-
logy. Most of the research work he did
in England was related to the medical
field, for example, care before death,
doctor patient relationships, etc. In
the summer of last year, he came
to the Department of community
medicine to set up the Behavioural
Sciences Course which is a part of
the new curriculum for the medical
students.

What are his motivations for
coming to Hong Kong? Mr Anderson
said that he had three main reasons:
(1) his previous interest in drug
addiction and Hong Kong is a place
good for studying the problem, (2)
the romantic appeal of the east which
he would like to explore (3) his
liking for Chinese food (he has a good
appetite!). Apart from these the
jobs is one which he was attracted
to because of his committment to
the subject. So this was how he
made his decision.

At present, Mr Anderson is kept
busy with the administration of the
new course and the teaching. He is
also writing up reports for the research
work he has done in U.K. He is not
able to take up any research project
in person yet, because of lack of
time and the necessity to overcome
the language problem, he has to learn
Cantonese. But he has already some
ideas. He hoped that he could study
the differences between attitudes

of the old and the young towards
the treatment of illness.

Behavioural Sciences & Medical
Students

“Behavioural Sciences is not impor-
tant at all: if you think that humans
are machines.” said Mr Anderson when
he was asked about the importance of
studying Behavioural Sciences. He
explained further that if medical
students, wanted to be successful
in their future professions they had
to treat the patient as a whole being
and should not focus their attentions
just on the disease. Knowledge of
the social factors behind a disease will
make the treatment more effective.

The Behavioural Sciences course is
now given to the second year students
and lasts for a year. It consists of
sociology and psychology. The struc-
ture of the courses is as follow.
The first term includes a series of
introductory lectures in medical so-
ciology and psychology, and small
group discussion during tutorials.
The second term is devoted to project
for students with guidance from
tutors, the third term will deal with
specific topics.

The structure of the course is
very similar to one he taught in
UK. except that our projects cover a
greater varity of topics while students
in UK. work on only one topic. Dif-
ferent topics are arranged so that
they cover what has been taught
in the first term. The aim of organising
such projects is to let the students gain
some experience of doing research,
to learn group co-operation, and to
apply the methods of investigation
(e.g. interview technique, designing
questionaire, collecting raw data),
in their work.

“Are all the projects
going so far?” asked one of us.

“No,” answered Mr Anderson, “it
would be contradictory if we meet
no difficulties in these projects.
There isn’t any problem during setting
the questionaire, but when you put
it to practical use, problems arise.
The projects are the practicals for
the students. It is easy to read other’s
research work but it is different when
you do it yourselves.”

smooth-

After one term’s teaching, Mr
Anderson thought that we were doing
quite well but one thing that dis-
appointed him was that we were. NOT
thinking. He stressed that Behavioural
Sciences differed from other subjects
in the former tries to show the stu-
dents which questions are appropriate
to ask in each case rather than trying
to provide simple answers.

“It requires thinking and not just
repeating what have been told to
you.” commented Mr Anderson with
reference to our essays.

Regarding the time of teaching,
Mr Anderson thought that we might
not readily realise the clinical aspect
of what we had learned as we are
still in the pre-clincal stage.

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Mr Anderson remarked that our
extracurricular activities are excellent.
He was very impressed by the projects
we initiated, such as the Mental
Retards, and Health Exhibition. He
also praised those who participated
in social welfare services. Mr Anderson
had joined in some of our functions
and enjoyed companionship with our
students. He has been invited to the
Fratern Nite and the Medic 82 cross-
country run. He compared the student
activities in U.K. universities with
those in HK.U., by saying that we
have both intellectual as well as social
activities, and that is very good.

Finally we changed our topic to
boat people from Yaumati and their
arrest due to unlawful assembly,
Mr Anderson knew not much of it,
but he showed sympathy towards
them and their 11 supporters. He said
that it was usually the intellectuals
who were punished as the leaders in
politics. He further added that it was
usually intellectuals who are leaders
in radical social changes, students
could be pioneers in social movement
because they had nothing to worry,
nothing to lose, but often lose their
enthusiasm when established in com-
fortable jobs.

As time was running out, we had
to end the interview here.

We were very grateful that Mr
Anderson had spent an hour and
made the interview a sucessful one.
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Champion
Athletics Engineering
Aquatics ici
Badminton Arts.
Basketball Engineering
Hockey Engineering
Lacrosse Engineering
Soccer Engineering
Softball ici
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A line of treatment and usually all that are needed o
maintain control

“_. Salbutaml (Ventolinl is the drug of choice and is

. usually more effective when given by metered aerosol

oo Upstate, 1574

Ventolin

(salbutamol)
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orption or of sieroid side eftects.

Bt mes 11972 1, 568

BCCOtldC

(beclomethasone dipropionate)
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To dream the impossible dream

To fight the unbeatable foe

To bear with unbearable sorrow

To run where the brave dare not go.

To right the unrightable wrong,

To love pure and chaste from afar
To try when you arms are too weary,
To reach the unreachable star.

This is my quest, to follow the star,

No matter how hopeless, no matter
how far

To fight for a right without question
or pause

To be willing to march into hell for a
heavenly cause.

And I know if I only be true to this
glorious quest.

That my heart will be peaceful and
calm

When I lay to my rest.

And the world will be better for this,

That one man strong and covered with
scars !

Still strove with his last ounce of

courage
To reach the unreachable star.
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