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For example, say, 25 hours of reading time per month are sched-
vled in the timetable, students will be crazy and complain about
the heavy workload. Now, in this case, students can allocate their
time according to their own paces and abilities. The simple thing
they need to do is to take the minimum required materials out
and study them. Then. they should be able to pass the examina-
tion.

But some students may use the SIL time for other activities. As Dr.
Fielding suggested, they may use the time for BBQ, for walking
on the beach or whatever they want to do - it's still the students'
choices! But once they come to examinations, they will be sorted
out form those who have studied. In this way, the final standard
come out should not be affected.

Although students can have their own schedule on SiL, practicals
and tutorial are compulsory. Besides, the in course assessment
work and the PCP report will also contribute to the examination
mark. Failure in handing in the written assignments may result in
the student not being eligible for sitting the examination.

Compared with the old course, in which students were taught by
spoon-feeding and yet the results were not good, then, how can
students achieve assessments when the syllabus in this new cur-
riculum is so 'diffused'?

From this interview, we see that Dr. Fielding is optimistic toward this n
assess whether this new scheme is a success or not. Perhaps we can on

M.B. exam to see if this new curriculum works.

Another change that follows the introduction of SIL is the reduc-
tion in the time for lecture. The reason for this change, according
to Dr. Fielding, is to avoid students sitting and sleeping at the
back of the class of about 170 students, while there is somebody
in front of the class talking something that they have no idea
about. These students may not understand the lectures. When the
examination comes, they just complain that they do not compre-
hend the materials thoroughly. In this new system the responsibil-
ity will be on the students. The role of lectures or tutors is just to
guide students.

Then why not abolish lectures and change all of them to SIL alto-
gether? Dr. Fielding said that it will be going to fast to throw stu-
dents to a totally different method of learning. Moreover, it will be
too demanding to expect students to explore unguided and-~ "
unprepared topics which they do not know much about.

This type of learning method is quite uniquein theMedical School
in the way that it relies heavily on the student's own initiative to
study. Although some have the view that Medic year 1 students
are too young and may be immature, Dr. Fielding is confident that
Year 1 students, being adults, will be responsible and mature to
allocate their time sensibly.

ew scheme. However, it is still too early to
ly wait until Class ‘97 take their tests or
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Structured Independent Learning (SIL)

Another brand new element of the HBMC I course is SIL. Special
SIL time slots are scheduled for reading the required materials.
However, whether or not to use the SIL time for reading is totally
up to the students.

Dr. Fielding believes that it is a more flexible system as the stu-
dents will have the freedom to plan their own timetable.

For example, say, 25 hours of reading time per month are sched-
uled in the timetable, students will be crazy and complain about
the heavy workload. Now, in this case, students can allocate their

1* — e -1 L o ' ' ' gek . o

Dr. Fielding strongly opposed this idea. Instead, he declared that
in the manual , there are detailed objectives listed at the begin-
ning of each chapter and self assessments as well as exercises
written at the end. In other word, students can monitor their own
progress. Whenever they do not understand anything, they can
80 over the materials again or seek help from their respective
tutors. As a result, they can acquire what is most beneficial to
them, and get feedback on their own performance as they pro-
ceed.

Another change that follows the introduction of SIL is the reduc-
tion in the time for lecture. The reason for this change, according
to Dr. Fielding, is to avoid students sitting and sleeping at the
back of the clags of ahguy 170 srudents While thare ic camahady
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Why smoke?

Specially dedicated to
- my beloved father, o
- my colleagues who are working
attentively for the anti-smoking
campaign, and
- some of my friends who smoke--
just for the sake of smoking.

That little stick of tobacco has been around as far [ can remember
in my short lifetime of twenty years. SMOKING IS A GLOBAL
PHENOMENON, being portrayed as "coolt:-sophisticate stress-
relieving and just simply a "cool”, man-lik x B .Avﬁ?:m._
to do.

Sometimes I get the idea that my father is suicidal, simply because
he is among the many smokers who have adopted "suicide" on
the installment plan. Everyday, he "pays up" a small portion of his
health through his cigarettes.

I myself can never see any good coming out of smoking, your
"smoker's cough" sticks to you like a leech until one day you
snuff out that cigarette butt -- once and for all. To the beauty-con-
scious, smoking brings about the horrendous consequence of
facial wrinkles, way before nature takes its course. Smoking also
impairs your sense of taste and smell and this can sometimes be
dangerous. In addition, smoking costs money. Each day the
money you puff away increases hand in hand with your addic-
tion. Sy

Perhaps what is most alarming is the fact that smoking Kills.
Research has verified that smoking is one of the main causes of
cancer, heart diseases and emphysema. But of course, some
might say, smoking helps to ease stress. However, the real stress
will come on the day you discover your lungs are black, literally --
and concerous. Some other smokers might also say that one will
die sooner or later, regardless of whether one smokes or not. In
my point of view, it is better to die later then sooner, so that you
can contribute more to the community in your "lengthened-
years". L

Dear; wax:c_as_ﬁ mind being a second hand smoker, not at all
indeed: But to see you risking your own life for a few moments of
pleasure is definitely striking and pressurizing for me.

Come on dear, please don't jeopardize your precious health any-
more. Let us all aspire towards a tobacco-free environment.

H,m in profound agony.

10
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Why Date?

The reason behind is still mysterious. After the day I met
you for the first time during meetingyfaglsnine a
your smile and figure have occupied e
time and thought of you was even more that of myself.
Frilled by your invitation to a ballet show, a romantic story
commenced.

That was my first time rambling in Tsim Shu Tsui East with
such a charming and appealing young lady. Such feeling
was marvellous. The sea breeze seemed to eavesdrop on

our sweet talk. So shy as me that I couldn't plunk up my
courage to hold your hand. :

It was not so after I accompanied you to the main campus. I
didn't know from where my courage came. I promised we
would definitely have a wonderful 92 X'mas if I was given
such an opportunity. Luckily, I was granted the honour but,
at the same time, uncertainty cropped up in my mind on
whether I can guarantee her a long and eternal story after...
We did have a happy X'mas. We went to St. John's Cathedral
to have X'mas Eve Pray. We ate on a sandy beach at
Repulse Bay to state and discuss our future and ambition.
We shared other's feeling in pubs or bars in Tsuen Wan, for
some hours. Far away as you live, the time i accompanied
home was always too short for me to finish the talk.

Maybe things come so suddenly will always die out soon.
Soon we conceded that we couldn't bridge the gap
between ourselves. But her warm hug and immemorable
kiss concealed the harshness in accepting the fact. We
seemed to plunge ourselves into a dark blind-alley with
great torture.

The core of the problem lays on the fact that an introvert
Science student like me find it hard, if not impossible to
enmesh in an extrovert, active Arts girl's would. Perhaps,
our beginning was, in fact, a mistake.

Gloomy, depressed, deplorable and disconcerting as our
relationship terminated. Nevertheless, the X'mas will indu-
bitably be a sweet memory in my whole life!

hoM
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sors) and methodically dissected their awareness to the psy-
chological, less scientitic aspects of future patients, experi-
ments on mEB :f nOD:»Q to the principles of patient treat-
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sors) and methodically dissected their awareness to the psy-
chological, less scientific aspects of future patients, experi-
ments on animals contrary to the principles of patient treat-
ment were studied.

Of course, he'd (like the others) expressed disgust at a
specimen struggling against death and the progress of the
experiment, but once the remains were hidden by the gar-
gantuan garbage bag, it was time for tea.

But it was the event before the garbage bag which made
him wonder how a future medical practitioner could recon-
cile scientific practice to the career ahead. Could 'education’
and the 'human superiority' be justification for the methodi-
cal creation and destruction of a parade of laboratory ani-
mals?

AT AR P R A R . A N S TR G L BT funt R SO SN P

and contact, a text book bound course.

Unfortunately, the students did not always rise to the call
with such idealism. Practicals meant one afternoon tied up,
breathing the stench of frightened creatures, messing up the
results and waiting for the roll to be called. Boredom result-
ed in some creative torture inflicted upon the wretched sub-
jects. Routinely, the students built up resistance to the
manipulation of life, amused at the general reaction to their
casual references to gruesome details. The chance to estab-
lish a respectful attitude instead of one of power with a sup-
ply of "victims" at their disposal seemed missed.

R L e

The medical practitioner of old was often not bound by a
set of universally accepted hard facts. Now science had
made its presence and religion known, by the responsibility
it held to preserve all life by any mean s known to modern

Although medical practitioners have not come out of train-
ing as overtly sadistic power mangers, this aspect of the
medical education cannot be passed over. The comparative-
ly clean cut degas of science have given medicine credibili-
ty and repeatability, but the two disciplines are not always
compatible.

medicine. even new definitions of "death" were created.
The healer became an experimentalist.

o I, ol




Animals,

they're just animals!

The angry father rented his feelings, pouring abuse on the
young houseman. This was an occupational hazard the Jat-
ter had wished to avoid. The mother, exhausted from the
prolonged labour lay in bed, trying to feebly intervene. In
the onslaught of words the houseman was muttering his
phrases "did our best ... tried as soon as possible... it was a
difficult time for everyone." but again in his mind, he saw
the little blued faced corpse. At peace.

He'd known at the beginning, this neonate had little if any
chance of surviving. It was another birth in the long shift
and he'd already categorized it as "hopeless." It was not as if
he was unaware of the suffering and trauma that resulted
from the sudden loss of a new born; such heart rending
confrontations were not easily forgotten. But "Familiarity
breeds contempt" haunted him and he wondered if his best
was really good enough. Given his wide knowledge and
experience, he often relied on the patients for an optimistic
outlook, even those clinging onto shreds of hope.

He wondered though, if it went farther back, all the way to
pre-clinical.

"If you don't like killing small animals, T don't know why
you did medicine," one lecturer had remarked on seeing
the class reaction to a freshly double pithed frog. Like most
of his classmates, he'd unblinkingly watched the demise of
rats (being thumped onto desks or decapitated with scis-
sors) and methodically dissected their awareness to the psy-
chological, less scientific aspects of future patients, experi-
principles of patient treat-

ments on animals contrary to the
[epabat SRS VNP n,..a..\wm\r\, 1 o el 3. RS -, N

s e

How soon would it be before he treated his patients as the
string of rodents before; dispassionately and vivisection-

istly?

All animals, invariably had to be destroyed by the end of
the experiment, whether by procedural mutilation in
removing parts of interest or having been crippled by injec-

tions for incapacitating "treatments",

The issue was not "live or die" but rather, how painfully
death would come. It seemed a paradox that pre-clinical,
the incubation period for linical studies and contact with
live subjects (human this time) seemed to €ncourage con-
tempt for life, however ljttle. Perhaps that was why the
MBBS holding staff in the departments had made distinct
their qualifications in clinical dealings. Had a patient known
how lightly his houseman had treated the laboratory bound
subjects a few years age, he may have struggled to pack his
bags to go home.

The departmental staff were not fools and inhumane
though. Great scientific medical breakthroughs applicable
to the population had been achieved through such experi-
ments. Cruelty was an unfortunate and undesired off shoot
in the pursuit of knowledge. Research, the bread and butter
of these scientists, could hardly do without the biological
component. Practicals also enriched, through experience
and contact, a text book bound course.

NOODLE FEBRUARY 1993
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