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Freeman ‘01

Morality Sl EEEEN

Not so many years ago, cohabitation, homosexuality and one-night-stands are still taboos in our society.

Nowadays, human right comes first in all matters, and no one dares to, or is entitled to, criticize others'
behaviour, so long as that person is not infringing the rights of other people. The elderly often says, "The
level of morality is worsening every day, and the minds of people no longer follow past virtues". Yet,
what does morality really mean today? And who should have the right to define it?

The Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary defines 'morality' vaguely as 'principles of good behaviour'.
A natural question that follows is: "What does 'good' stand for?" A difficult question. Recalling from our
sociology studies (HBMC) one easily realizes that 'good' means ‘socially well accepted', that is, the ‘norms'
in our society. After all, majority wins. When ninety-nine out of a hundred people think that using chopsticks
is good and using spoon is bad, the odd one out has no choice but accept the belief that ‘chopstick is good
and spoon is bad', Otherwise. he or she would be regarded as ‘abnormal’, and pr' i
i ' gxat their behaviour

y being sent to a

is deviated from 'norms’. As history progresses, such 'rules ofm}rm nd continuously

| B |

modified, leading to our current 'standards of morality'. v
rosexuality is regarded as
L

One amazing thing about morality is how fast it can change. Nowaday§

o

‘morms' because most people practises it, but who know§ Wwh ther 4'century later homosexuals would
become the majority, and heterosexuals regarded as lg:i)ati he'enly factor determining moral standard

is the common belief shared by all. In the past, hoz;esty,ls Lbé best policy'. These days everyone wishes to

become a 'smart' or somehow ‘cunning’ gy, for sucﬁfcgﬁfacters protect them. Employers used to want

obedient lambs as staff, n ive energetic and creative staff to boost office morale.

0S€Opic aspects. By microscopic it means personal behaviour
sex, family, violence, politeness, concern and respect for others.

peopleExerts a macroscopic influence on our society. If everyone takes

ling their filial duties well, then elderly isolation and misery would be

much alleviated. Wh
the trust between d
result of citizens ldCking the moral courage to voice reasonable demands and overthrow unreasonable

re growing cases of male doctors exually assaulting their female patients,
s and patients would be immensely harmed. Politically, dictatorship is often the

policies. With only a tiny few working for the benefit of a community on lines of democracy, human
rights, rule of law, anticorruption, social welfore, education, environmental protection, etc., the movement
is doomed to failure, the country doomed to lag behind.

Although no constant or globally-accepted rules on morality exists, I do believe that there are certain
principles that everyone should follow at all time, in all places. Just think of a day when killing innocent
people is considered moral--is it possible? No! Virtue is rooted somewhere in our hearts, though often
covered by wickedness. For me, there is only one simple principle--always (only) do things that bring
happiness to ourselves and our fellow humans--the one I have followed, am following and will always

follow.
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