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A LETTER,
&e. &e.

Victoria, 16th November, 1844.
Sir,

I was duly favoured with your letter of the 2nd June. As
a vessel sails to-day for Bombay, I shall give you my
opinion on the points you wish for, only stipulating that in
the event of your publishing the information, you will not
give my name, unless the statement is disputed, when you
are at liberty to unse it.

I have resided at Hong-Kong since August, 1843. The
climate, as might be expected from the latitude, is warm, but
not so much so as many places further north. The highest
range of a thermometer in my room this suminer, with two
windows constantly open, was 854°; the average heat of
the months of June, July, and August was from 82° to 86°,
though this is probably lower than is generally the case, as
we had a very rainy summer, Last winter was also very
mild, but I did not then pay the same attention, nor had I
the same instruments. The lowest 1 saw was 57°, but it
was probably sometimes as low as 50°. TFrom what I hear
from others who have been longer in China, this must have
been above the average considerably. In point of moisture,
we could scarcely be said to have a shower from the end of
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