Representing Local History of Hong Kong
through Designing Heritage Tours at Pokfulam

Dr. Gary Pui-fung Wong
Department of Sociology
The University of Hong Kong

Abstract About Pokfulam
This student project examines the rde of heritage tourism to heritage preservation and urban development with Poldulam is situzed at southwest of Hong Kong Island, where the
B P ; city's history earliest history and recent development could befound
Poldulam, Hong Kong as a case sudy.. In the Iast'decad.e, d"l'e genera! public of Hong Kong showed increasing concem 15 [riniEsly & e i) Gl M i, G, GEriiny P
about the preservation of built heritage and increasing interest in locd heritage tours. Throughout this course university and declared meanumats built decades ago. How could
students are engaged in aitica disaission on heritage tourism and heritage revitalisation at Pokfulam. They are given ke e Lol siehloe rEpesznied] dimig) Leaw Geney [l
h e el (=1 ttend fesiond rani ksh I 06 G dt i id could wurigs understmd the city's future through local tours?
chances to join heritage IS, attend profesion raning wor ops on loca ur operaton an ravelling guide Poldulam is a perfect siteto evaluatetherelationshipbetween heritage

writing, work with practitionersin tourism industry, as well as design and organise heritage tours on their own. The conservation, urbanisation colonial past andfutire development.

assessmentrequires students to analyticdly engage in the current debates over heritage tourism, evaluate the impact

of locd tour on local mmunity and heritage preservation, and reflect on personal experience as a tourist and a tour Ebellak

Students are required to divide into graups to work an one of the

organiser. Students would.consc?lldatc‘e their leaming through a critical reﬁ‘ectl.on on ev‘aluaung the impact of heritage S G ettt 66 el 6 (ol (et (220 fetrs L)
tourism at Pokfulam. This project is supported by Gdlant Ho Experientid Learning Centre, Caritas Poldulam featuring cultureand heritage of respective Sites. They are engaged in

B i critical discussion on therole of heritagetourism for the preservation
Communlty Development Pro]ect grdpyardin Hong Kong' of Poldulam Village, its impact on other areas of Polfulam, md the

development of ourism hdustry of Hong Kong in gmeral. Ophions
from different stakeholders and concems oflocal residents over local

Concepts applied: / Heritage tourism / tours are taken into account in the tour design Relevant concepts
Urban Tourism / Mass tourism / Host-guest denlt begpplik
relations / Tourist experience / (Staged) a
thenticity / Tourist gaze / Tourist cit AsssssmenciistholandipinaiOuece mes
e y T g - st city Report on field trip participation
/ Cultural tourism / The consumption of Booket and websiteon heritagetours at Pokfulam
tourism / Display and Representation / Free tours guided by students
Grand tour/ Place branding / Spectacle / 2 Reflective journal on organisingfreetours

Theme parks / Theme tour / The
globalisation of tourism ...

1 Pokfulam Village:
An Oldest Existing Village
PokfulamVillage is oneofthe oldest living villages in Hong Kong that Old Dairy Farm Senior Staff Quarter:
established before British colonisation, with about200years of history. The History and Future of Agriculture
The Village is under threat of demolition. It is listed onWorld Poldulam was amajor area of dairy farming The
MonumentsWatch to raise public concern ofits threat andp ossibility of historic building Old Dairy Farm Senior St;xﬂQuarte
gettinglisted onWorld Heritage is planned to revitaliseunder Governmen s Revitdisng
§ § Historic BuildingsThroughPartnershipSchemeThere
- How could a heritagetour at PolfulamVillagehelp deepen isalso a plan ofresuming dairy farming there.
tourists’ understanding of the complexity of Hong Kong history?
- How should thedaily life of residents bepresented in thetour? ~ Viery et el e neaihormE s L. A
- What is therole of heritage tourism to thepreservation of ofHongKongth mughhgi(agfm.,ismg = Experiential Learning
cultural heritage? - What would tourists expect toexperienceat Students have 60-hour experiential learning activities,
- What aretheconcerns oftheresidents on heritage tourism? Old Diary Farm Senior Staff Quarters? which include
- Could theresumption of dairy farming help - Participation and evaluationofa heritagetour
make abalancebetween naturepreservation - Field trip at PokfulamVillage, Béthanieand University Hall
and modern city development? = Interviews with local residents, stakeholders andexperts
= How could heritage tourism contributeto the = Trainingworkshop on organisinglocal tours
futureofagriculturein Hong Kong? = Trainingworkshop on travel guidewriting for non-local touriss

- Organising freeguided tours
- Websiteand booklet production

Béthanie and University Hall:

Introducing Modern Ideas

Paris Foreign Missions Society intraducel new ideas and technologies to Hong Keng with
Béthanieand University Hall as their centres in the | 9 CenwryBoth built heritages are
now revitalised for educational use.

- What was the role of foreigi missionaries like Paris Foreign Missions Society to
promotereligious ideas to Hong Kongand Southern China?

- What is theroleof the University of Hong Kongin education in Hong Kong?

- How could wepresent their roles of promoting modern ideas througha local tau?

- What lessons could welearn from therevitalisation of Béthaieand University Hall?

Learning Outcomes

- To applytheconcepts of cultural studies oftourismto design a
heritagetour

- To analytically engage in thecurrent debates over mass touism
and its social impact on host sccieties in recent decades,
particularlyin HongKong

- To evaluatetheimpact of heritagetour on local community axd
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Pokfulam Reservoir and Polkfulam Country Park:
Nature Preservation

Completed in 1863, Polfulam Reservoir is thefirst reservoir of Hong
KongTherearesix built structures declared as monuments. Polfulam
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Country Parkis also ahome of many plants andanimals. herit -
| Chi M eritage preservation
. . " Wah Fu Escte Ghijula n: = To applytheconcepts of cultural studies oftourismto reflet on
- How could weintroduce Hong Kongs histary ofinfrastructure Tracing Urban Development personal experiences, as a tourist and atour oanizer
development througha trail walkaroundPolfulam Reservoir? Originally cemetery and dairy farm,Wah Fu Estateand ChiFu Fa '
- From the example of Poldulam Reservoir, can infrastructure Yuen weredeveloped amid populationexpansionfor solvehousng ) )
development bring oppartunities tonature preservation? problem Thegovernment recently propcsed to review Mid-Levels ProjectTitle
- What kind oftourists areyou going to target? Moratorium, which might relax property development restriction & Bridging Historyand Future:
- Should thegovernment lessen theregulation onproperty Poldulam. Designinga HeritageTour at PokfulamVillage and ItsVicinity
development at designated country parkarea?
- What would touristexpect to experienceat ChiFu FaYuen Instructor and Project Coordinator
andWah Fu Estate? Dr. GaryWong
- How would theproperty developmentplan aroundPddulan Department of Sociology, The University of Hong Kong
Village possibly change thedaily lives of thelocal residents?
= How could heritage tourism raisepeople’s concern on
= peep Contact:

heritageand naturepreservation?

- How could heritagetourism andurban development be Email: garypfhk@hlu.hk
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