Project GO: Helping Children with ASD Learn Through Their Special Interest in Transport
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Mr. C.H. CHAN, Mr. K.L. WONG, & Ms. L. LOUIE of HHCKLA Buddhist Po Kwong School.
Contact: Mr. Y.T. KI, email yutinki@ hku.hk, mobile 93002530

Objectives 3% 842

(1) To develop social communication skills of students with ASD and mild intellectual disability who have special interest in transport;

XA AHEFPREFBEF IERAZLE BRI EBEHEWNHERZEY > RETHARLY » FREFGEZERREZEN;
(2) To develop skills of HKU undergraduate students to communicate with students with ASD, and to appreciate the students’ personal interests, knowledge, and way of thinking through direct teaching and interaction
experiences.
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Method 7 &

15 HKU students were trained as volunteers. Some volunteers also had special interest in transport. They planned and organized group activity sessions to work one-on-one with 12 secondary aged ASD students who had
special interest in transport at the School.
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4 x 2- hours activity sessions were held to provide opportunities for these students to display their interest and knowledge, engage in cooperative work related to transport, and to communicate and develop rapport with the
volunteers.
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Conclusion &%
Feedback from all parties was highly positive. The program confirmed the efficacy of Peer Mediated Intervention combined with the incorporation of ASD students’ special interest.
B REHIEFER - FHIFETLELBHEFLNEBERFENAGKA -

The ASD students showed sustained engagement and motivated learning attitude. Their faces shined when they showed their knowledge and interest to the volunteers, demonstrating a high self- confidence. Their
communication intention and communication skills improved, and relation with the volunteers developed.
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Volunteers could sense the ASD students’ interest and thinking, and appreciate them as active individuals with different unique characteristics. Volunteers understood the importance of thinking from the perspective and
learning needs of these students. They also learnt to use visual cues and verbal techniques effectively.
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Future Extension in Three Aspects ¥ i@ 2L =B BE L
(1)Interest-based skills broadening AR FL ARG F e IR :

Help ASD students learn to use maps, online maps, traffic information Apps; to plan trips, respond to problem5° to create models, drawings, designs, to carry out calculation, and to communicate, etc.
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(2) Parental awareness and participation £k E#fe S 1.
Encourage parents to learn more about students' special interests in transport or other things, and to affirm and support students' special interest activities, so that students can express emotions, display their abilities,
experience success and happiness, communicate with others, and to gain more skills, experience and confidence.

BEMERS TREFLHIBERIAALCTONRHRES  FRPIFELNBARAERTEY  URBLTHRFE > ZAEN RIASENL > BRAZIR > 2T 8% HHER  HEAE.

(3) Community awareness and support #: & & #%kf X 35 :
Help Hong Kong transport corporations, professional bodies, and amateurs understand ASD students' special interests in transport and their related strengths, and provide them with more opportunities to enjoy and to learn
through activities, visits and interviews.
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There are some transport museums in other places, which provide special programs for ASD students, or other inclusive activities for transport enthusiasts with or without special needs, so that they can come together to share
their common interests in transport. Hong Kong can follow their examples.
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