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The Hong Hong Conventien and Exhibition Centre Extension

to th
than back on a socialist past.

A similar attempt to erase the historical can be found in the case of the Exten-
sion to the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre, the site of the 1997
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handover ceremony, mé thus a crucial locus f Chinese nationalist-discourse.
and on a site) totally untainied by
ations, or any memories of §he ? t which could disrupt the care-
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d symbolism of “the resumption of exercise of sovereigniy
to

e
ad to *afev ;%%ase: n &f‘;@ﬂg KG ng, but Chinese national ideology

had no place in the territory (other than, say, the office of the New China News
Agency, which Hong Kong people know best as a site of demonstrations aimed
against the Chinese Communist government). Consequently the ceremo

the harbour for the purpose. Symbolism of a new beginning was possible in

site without memory, and the architectural structure (most notably the wmg» 1

roof forms) makes this meaning s;@ it. The building is described as resemblin;

water, and since the Extension juts out into the harbour th
Yo

antly) northwards, as well as upwards. The build

ing is a monument poin é}g‘ oan a;% at nationalist future.
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freestanding fi es ms €§} inese

national flag: I gularly visited by busloads of mainland tourists, and on Chi
nese National Day it provides the ceremonial focus for a celebratory gathering.
Anson Chan (head of the civil service and deputy 1o Hong Kong’s Chief Exscim
tive Tung Chee Hwa) claimed in a much publicized statement to have expail
enced a rediscovery of her Chinese identity whilst watching the first of these

National Day flag z‘;igmgs. In this space iree from c&ic I memories even some-
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