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Parenting influences on the impacts of Internet on Youth

Nancy LAW, Allan H.K. YUEN Division of Information & Technology Studies, Faculty of Education,
University of Hong Kong

Albert W.L. CHAU Department of Psychology, University of Hong Kong
M. LAI Centre for Information Technology in School and Teacher Education,
University of Hong Kong

It is widely acknowledged that the Internet is exerting strong influence on many aspects of
growth and development in youth. While there is no common consensus on whether such
influences are positive or otherwise, there is an emerging picture from accumulated research that
the nature of the impact depends on the social and psychological adjustment of the youth
concerned. There has been a lot of research on parenting behaviour and its influence on children
and youth. However, little has been done in the area of Internet or IT-specific parenting
behaviour, or on the influence of parenting on youth in relation to Internet related behaviour or
attitudes. This paper reports on a study conducted on a random sample of 1212 families in Hong
Kong which examines the self-reported impacts of Internet use and Internet-related ethical
attitudes by youth and their possible relationship with general and IT-specific parenting
behaviour.
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