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Neolithic Period

Shang Dynasty

Western Zhou

Eastern Zhou
Spring and Autumn
Warring States

Qin Dynasty

Han Dynasty
Western Han
Xin Dynasty
Eastern Han

Three Kingdoms

Jin Dynasty
Western Jin
Eastern Jin

Northern & Southern Dynasties
Northern Dynasties
Southern Dynasties

Sui Dynasty

Tang Dynasty

Five Dynasties

Liao Dynasty

Song Dynasty
Northern Song
Southern Song

Jin Dynasty

Yuan Dynasty

Ming Dynasty

Qing Dynasty

c. 6500 —c. 1500 B.C.
c. 1600 —c. 1050 B.C.

c. 1060 — 771 B.C.

770 — 256 B.C.
770 — 476 B.C.
475 —221 B.C.
221 —206 B.C.

206 B.C.—A.D. 220
206 B.C.—A.D.8
9—23

25— 220
220 — 280
265 — 420
265 — 316
317 — 420
420 — 589
386 — 581
420 — 589
581 — 618
618 — 907
907 — 960
907 — 1125
960 — 1279
960 — 1127
1127 — 1279
1115 — 1234
1271 — 1368
1368 — 1644
1644 — 1911







Chinese Documents on Music and Its Masters

Chinese music has a long and splendid history. Among the important sources
for historical study, aside from musical instruments and other artifacts, are
musical documents, and material on the life and works of musicians and

musicologists.

The Music Research Institute of the Chinese Academy of Arts has compiled a list
of the most important musical documents and musicians/ musicologists, dating
to the earliest days of Chinese writing and to mythological times respectively.
Some of the musical documents are rare books or manuscripts of immense

historical as well as musicological value that are in the collection of the Institute.

The section on musical documents consists of writings and musical notations,
ranging from the celebrated Yueji %&7c (Records of Music) that embodies the
Confucian philosophy of music, to rare original editions and specialized
manuscripts in the Institute’s collection such as the 1539 edition of Fengxuan
Xuanpin JEE Z i, a score for the instrument gin zither, and Mengu Jiayuepu
S 4%5%, a collection of songs for the Mongolian horn (jia %), written in
Mongolian, Manchurian, and Han Chinese scripts, originally from the palace

collection of the Qing dynasty. Each of the one hundred-odd entries is given a

brief description of its content.

Each of the entries in the section on musicians/ musicologists provides brief
biographical information, and the person’s significant role in, and contribution

to Chinese music history.
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